
Fifth Sunday of Lent — March 26, 2023

Preparing our Hearts
Come Thou Fount
What a Beautiful Name

Welcome and the Life of the Church

Lenten Hymn — Blessed Assurance

Centering Ourselves for Worship (Psalm 130)
L:  Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice!
 Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications!
P:  If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand?
 But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered.
L:  I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope;
 my soul waits for the Lord
 more than those who watch for the morning,
P:  We hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love,
 and with him is great power to redeem.

Inviting God’s Presence in Prayer

Seeking Wholeness and Reconciliation (Psalm 51 adapted)
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash 
me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I 
know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Create in 
me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy 
spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain 
in me a willing spirit. Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and 
sinners will return to you...(silent confession). We pray remembering 
Jesus Christ and the mercy he has brought us. Amen.

The Season of Lent

The Sacrament of Communion
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name;
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it  
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil;
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory forever. Amen.

Being Sent out into the World
Stand In Your Love

Charge & Benediction

Leading in Worship Today:
Musicians: Worship Dir. Roger Sullins, Art Mickelson, Pete DiFranco, 
Sara Hendry, Rick McClintock 
Technicians: Michael Prichard, Nicole McCutchan, Bill Levens  
Video & Production: Beth DeBevoise
Pastors: Revs. Nicole Abdnour, Kenny Hubbell; Liturgist: Gemma Garcia

We’re grateful that you’re here!

We consider worship a time to gather as the family of God. We carry to 
this place all of life’s joys and challenges, sharing with each other and 
supporting one another as we go. While it takes time to feel connected 
to each other and sometimes longer to feel connected to God, we hope 
that this will be a community where you will feel encouraged, taught, and 
inspired to know and show God’s love.

The Season of Lent is a time of prayer, fasting, and self-examination in 
preparation for the celebration of the resurrection of the Lord at Easter. 
It is a period of 40 days — like the flood of Genesis, Moses’ sojourn at 
Mount Sinai, Elijah’s journey to Mount Horeb, Jonah’s call to Ninevah to 
repent and Jesus’ time of testing in the wilderness. We hope you will join 
us in worship throughout this season of exploration and arrive with us to 
a deeper, more meaningful faith.
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Scripture Lesson John 11:1-16
11:1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary 
and her sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with 
perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 
3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love 
is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead 
to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be 
glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed 
two days longer in the place where he was.
7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 
8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to 
stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are 
there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day 
do not stumble because they see the light of this world. 10 But those 
who walk at night stumble because the light is not in them.” 11 After 
saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but 
I am going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, 
if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, had 
been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring 
merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead.  
15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. 
But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his 
fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

Children’s Message 
— The Congregation Sings, “What does the Lord require of you?”
Following the Children’s Message, children that have completed 
PreK3-1st grade should be accompanied by a parent/guardian to 
Covenant Hall 101 for Godly Play (a supervised sharing of the bible 
story and snack). Children 2nd grade and older are invited to remain 
in the sanctuary.

Passing the Peace of Christ

Sharing Our Gifts

Preparing Ourselves to Hear the Word Proclaimed
You’re Everything

Scripture Lesson John 11:17-45
11:17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in 
the tomb four days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two 
miles away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary 

to console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus 
was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 
Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever 
you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 
Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection 
on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and 
the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 
and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you 
believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”
28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary 
and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.”  
29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now 
Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at the place where 
Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house 
consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her 
because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 
32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his 
feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who came 
with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 
moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 
“Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, 
“See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who 
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”
38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a 
cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the 
stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already 
there is a stench because he has been dead four days.”  
40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would 
see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus 
looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me.  
42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of 
the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 
43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips 
of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind 
him, and let him go.”
45 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen 
what Jesus did believed in him.

Sermon
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