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Leading in Worship Today:  Reverends John DeBevoise, Nicole Abdnour, and John Reiter; 
Nancy Callahan, Music Director; Chancel Choir; Allison Kelly and Anna Shuford, Children’s Ministry; 
Susan Peacock, Chief Usher; Bert Chamorro, Beadle.

JOHN 9:1–41
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, 
that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works 
might be revealed in him. 4 We[a] must work the works of him who sent me[b] while it is day; night is coming, when no one 
can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When he had said this, he spat on the ground and 
made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which 
means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as 
a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, 
“No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” 10 But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes 
opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ 
Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the 
mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He 
put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does 
not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17 So 
they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”
18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man 
who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now 
see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind, 21 but we do not know how it is 
that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents 
said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the 
Messiah[d] would be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know 
that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was 
blind, now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I 
have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 
disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has 
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Here is an astonishing 
thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but 
he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone 
opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You 
were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.
35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He 
answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the 
one speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for 
judgment, so that those who do not see may see and those who do see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees who 
were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you 
would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.
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GATHERING

Preparation for Worship:  We are grateful God has called you to worship with us this morning. Today is 
the Fourth Sunday in Lent, a six-week period leading to Easter when   Christians focus on renewing patterns 
of prayer, Bible study, generosity, and spiritual nurture. On this Fourth Sunday in Lent the lectionary brings 
us from John’s Gospel the story of Jesus healing a man born blind. The lyrics of Amazing Grace in the 
Act of Praise are taken explicitly from this story. This is also the Sunday of St. Patrick’s Day weekend. 
Patrick was a real person, a Christian hero in Ireland in 433 AD. The liturgy and the music in several places 
acknowledges our Celtic heritage in the faith.

Prelude:  “Basset ey Dessus de Trompett” Clerambault

Chiming of the Hour

Welcome

Introit:  “By Your Cross” Taize

Call to Worship:  (Patrick of Ireland, 389-461)
L: I bind unto myself the name,
 the strong name of the Trinity,
 by invocation of the same,
 the Three in One, the One in Three,
 of whom all nature has creation,
 eternal Father, Spirit, Word.
 Praise to the Lord of my salvation,
 salvation is of Christ the Lord.
All: Christ be with me, Christ within me,
 Christ behind me, Christ before me,
 Christ beside me, Christ to win me,
 Christ to comfort and restore me,
 Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
 Christ in quiet, Christ in danger,
 Christ in hearts of all that love me,
 Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.

Invocation

Hymn #339:  “Be Thou My Vision” Irish Ballad

Prayer of Confession (In unison. Adapted from Psalm 51)
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out 
my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my 
transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right 
spirit within me. Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. Then I will teach transgressors 
your ways, and sinners will return to you…..(silent confession). We pray remembering Jesus Christ and 
the mercy he has brought us. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

Greeting One Another In The Peace of Christ

Children of all ages are welcome in worship. A nursery is available to infants and preschool age children at any point during the service.  
See an usher or staff for directions. Please ensure all electronic devices are on silent during the service.

Act of Praise:  “Amazing Grace”
Amazing grace how sweet the sound That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found Was blind but now I see
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear The hour I first believed
Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come 
This grace that brought me safe thus far And grace will lead me home

THE WORD
Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading:  John 9:1-41 (see text at end)

Children’s Message
Children of all ages are invited to the chancel steps. As the children come forward and as they leave, the 
congregation joins in singing “What does the Lord require of you? To seek  justice, and love kindness, 
and walk humbly with your God.” Following the Children's Message, children that have completed  
Pre-K3-1st grade should be accompanied by a parent/guardian to Covenant Hall 101 for Godly Play. 
Children 2nd grade and older are invited to remain in the sanctuary. There is also a staffed nursery on  
the first floor of Eastminster.

Mission Celebration:  The One Great Hour of Sharing Special Offering

Prayer of Dedication and Offering

Offertory:  “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need” Wilberg

Sermon John T. DeBevoise

Hymn #324:  “Open My Eyes” Clara H. Scott

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Choral Response:  “Gaelic Blessing” Rutter
Deep peace of the running wave to you 
Deep peace of the flowing air to you 
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you 
Deep peace of the shining stars to you 
Deep peace of the gentle night to you 
Moon and stars pour their healing light on you 
Deep peace of Christ the light of the world to you 
Deep peace of Christ to you

SENDING
Charge and Benediction

Postlude:  “Dialogue sur le Grand Jeux” Clerambault



GATHERING

Preparation for Worship:  We are grateful God has called you to worship with us this morning. Today is 
the Fourth Sunday in Lent, a six-week period leading to Easter when   Christians focus on renewing patterns 
of prayer, Bible study, generosity, and spiritual nurture. On this Fourth Sunday in Lent the lectionary brings 
us from John’s Gospel the story of Jesus healing a man born blind. The lyrics of Amazing Grace in the 
Act of Praise are taken explicitly from this story. This is also the Sunday of St. Patrick’s Day weekend. 
Patrick was a real person, a Christian hero in Ireland in 433 AD. The liturgy and the music in several places 
acknowledges our Celtic heritage in the faith.

Prelude:  “Basset ey Dessus de Trompett” Clerambault

Chiming of the Hour

Welcome

Introit:  “By Your Cross” Taize

Call to Worship:  (Patrick of Ireland, 389-461)
L: I bind unto myself the name,
 the strong name of the Trinity,
 by invocation of the same,
 the Three in One, the One in Three,
 of whom all nature has creation,
 eternal Father, Spirit, Word.
 Praise to the Lord of my salvation,
 salvation is of Christ the Lord.
All: Christ be with me, Christ within me,
 Christ behind me, Christ before me,
 Christ beside me, Christ to win me,
 Christ to comfort and restore me,
 Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
 Christ in quiet, Christ in danger,
 Christ in hearts of all that love me,
 Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.

Invocation

Hymn #339:  “Be Thou My Vision” Irish Ballad

Prayer of Confession (In unison. Adapted from Psalm 51)
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out 
my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my 
transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right 
spirit within me. Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. Then I will teach transgressors 
your ways, and sinners will return to you…..(silent confession). We pray remembering Jesus Christ and 
the mercy he has brought us. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

Greeting One Another In The Peace of Christ

Children of all ages are welcome in worship. A nursery is available to infants and preschool age children at any point during the service.  
See an usher or staff for directions. Please ensure all electronic devices are on silent during the service.

Act of Praise:  “Amazing Grace”
Amazing grace how sweet the sound That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found Was blind but now I see
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear The hour I first believed
Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come 
This grace that brought me safe thus far And grace will lead me home

THE WORD
Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading:  John 9:1-41 (see text at end)

Children’s Message
Children of all ages are invited to the chancel steps. As the children come forward and as they leave, the 
congregation joins in singing “What does the Lord require of you? To seek  justice, and love kindness, 
and walk humbly with your God.” Following the Children's Message, children that have completed  
Pre-K3-1st grade should be accompanied by a parent/guardian to Covenant Hall 101 for Godly Play. 
Children 2nd grade and older are invited to remain in the sanctuary. There is also a staffed nursery on  
the first floor of Eastminster.

Mission Celebration:  The One Great Hour of Sharing Special Offering

Prayer of Dedication and Offering

Offertory:  “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need” Wilberg

Sermon John T. DeBevoise

Hymn #324:  “Open My Eyes” Clara H. Scott

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Choral Response:  “Gaelic Blessing” Rutter
Deep peace of the running wave to you 
Deep peace of the flowing air to you 
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you 
Deep peace of the shining stars to you 
Deep peace of the gentle night to you 
Moon and stars pour their healing light on you 
Deep peace of Christ the light of the world to you 
Deep peace of Christ to you

SENDING
Charge and Benediction

Postlude:  “Dialogue sur le Grand Jeux” Clerambault



3501 W. San Jose Street | Tampa, FL 33629 | (813) 253-6047 | palmaceia.org

Leading in Worship Today:  Reverends John DeBevoise, Nicole Abdnour, and John Reiter; 
Nancy Callahan, Music Director; Chancel Choir; Allison Kelly and Anna Shuford, Children’s Ministry; 
Susan Peacock, Chief Usher; Bert Chamorro, Beadle.

JOHN 9:1–41
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, 
that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works 
might be revealed in him. 4 We[a] must work the works of him who sent me[b] while it is day; night is coming, when no one 
can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When he had said this, he spat on the ground and 
made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which 
means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as 
a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, 
“No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” 10 But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes 
opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ 
Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the 
mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He 
put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does 
not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17 So 
they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”
18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man 
who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now 
see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind, 21 but we do not know how it is 
that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents 
said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the 
Messiah[d] would be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know 
that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was 
blind, now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I 
have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 
disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has 
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Here is an astonishing 
thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but 
he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone 
opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You 
were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.
35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He 
answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the 
one speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for 
judgment, so that those who do not see may see and those who do see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees who 
were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you 
would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.

Welcome to 
PALMA CEIA 

Presby te r i an  Church

Traditional Service
Fourth Sunday in Lent

Sunday, March 19, 2023 | 8:30 & 11:00 AM

The flowers in the Chancel are dedicated to the glory of God 
and are given in loving memory of their father, Glenn Yeilding, 

by Kelley Fowler & Connie Ellsworth.

The flowers in the Narthex are dedicated to the glory of God 
and are given in honor of the wedding of 
Chuck Davis & Edie Murphy, March 18th.


