
Traditional Service
Sunday, November 27, 2022 | 8:30 & 11:00 AM

First Sunday of Advent
Gathering Around God’s Word: The Letter to the Hebrews

“The Light of the World” by William Hunt, 1853

Welcome to 
PALMA CEIA 

Pre sby te r i an  Church

3501 W. San Jose Street | Tampa, FL 33629 | (813) 253-6047 | palmaceia.org

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn #8:  “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”

Charge and Benediction

Benediction Response:  “Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel!” Gregorian Chant 

Postlude:  “In dulcimer jubilo” Held

The flowers in the Narthex are dedicated to the glory of  
God and in loving celebration of the 80th birthday of Tony More,  

our Poppy, by his family.

The flowers in the Narthex are dedicated to the glory of God and 
are given in thanksgiving for our grandchildren, Dessa, Turner 

and Ryder by TJ and Jenifer Ownby.



We are grateful God has called you to worship with us this morning. In PCPC’s pattern this year, we are reading 
through a different book of the Bible in order each week, and this Sunday we focus on The Letter to the Hebrews.

GATHERING
Prelude:  “Allegro” Albino I

Chiming of the Hour and Welcome

Introit:  “Creator of the Stars of Night” Sarum plainsong, Mode IV

Lighting of the Advent Wreath based on Hebrews 1:1-3, 10:23, 11:1
L:  Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has
 spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds.
P:  God’s Son is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things
 by his powerful word. Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for God is faithful. 
L:  We light the candle of Hope knowing that faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things
 not seen.
P:  Let us walk in the light of the Lord!

Invocation 

Hymn #2:  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

Prayer of Confession 
God of the future, you are coming in power to bring all nations under your rule.
We confess that we have not expected your kingdom,
for we live casual lives, ignoring your promised judgment.
We accept lies as truth, exploit neighbors, abuse the earth, and refuse your justice and peace.
In your mercy, forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your way, and to seek things that will endure when Christ 
comes to judge the world. (Silent prayer…).

Assurance of Pardon

Peace of Christ

Act of Praise:  “Glory Be to the Father”

THE WORD
Prayer for Illumination

Scripture Reading:  Isaiah 2:1-5
1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 In days to come the mountain of 
the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the 
nations shall stream to it. 3 Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of 
Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between the nations, 
and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 5 O house of Jacob, 
come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

Continued on the other side...

Children of all ages are welcome in worship. A nursery is available to infants and preschool age children at any point during the service.  
See an usher or staff for directions. Please ensure all electronic devices are on silent during the service.

Sacrament of Baptism (11:00 a.m.) 
Ryder James Ownby, son of Justin and Alyssa Ownby

Children’s Message
Children of all ages are invited to the chancel steps. As the children come forward and as
they leave, the congregation joins in singing “What does the Lord require of you? To seek justice, and love 
kindness, and walk humbly with your God.” 
Following the Children's Message, children that have completed PreK3-1st grade should be accompanied by a 
parent/guardian to Covenant Hall 101 for Godly Play. Children 2nd grade and older are invited to remain in the 
sanctuary. There is also a staffed nursery on the first floor of Eastminster.

Prayer of Dedication and Offering 
 Offertory:  “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” French Carol, Arr. Holst

Scripture Reading:  Hebrews 13:1-8
1 Let mutual love continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have 
entertained angels without knowing it. 3 Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with 
them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. 4 Let marriage be held in 
honour by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. 5 Keep 
your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, ‘I will never leave you 
or forsake you.’ 6 So we can say with confidence, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone 
do to me?’ 7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their way 
of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and for ever. 

Sermon Rev. Nicole Partin Abdnour

Preparation for Prayer:  “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” Gregorian Chant, Arr. Parker/Shaw

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Affirmation of Faith:  The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
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