PCPC Stewardship Season 2023

“I will gather you and bring you home.”
Zephaniah 3:20

Dear Friends,
Home is a concept that, for many, captures the
deepest experiences of shelter, nurture, and love. So
when the scriptures report that, in the journey of our lives,
God is leading us toward home, that appropriately evokes
hope, joy and gratitude.
Every time we gather at PCPC it’s a bit of a
homecoming. A gathering of members of God’s family. I
rejoice to be part of the fellowship with you.
Stewardship season is certainly a time when we rally
together to provide the resources to sustain the life and
mission of Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church, a gathering place
in the journey of God’s people for 95 years. But it is also a
time of answering God’s call, a time to once again claim our identity as part of the family of Jesus Christ.
My prayer is that each one of you will join our homecoming by participating in the stewardship effort. We gather
together to ask the Lord’s blessing. Our life together is a witness to the community around us and an invitation for them
to come home, come home to the family of God.
Even as I thank God for bringing us home to Christ’s Church, I thank God for gathering you in as part of the
fellowship of believers at PCPC. Your contributions, your prayers, and your support sustain PCPC’s worship, ministry, and
compassionate outreach.
Please join us in this homecoming celebration by turning in a pledge form for the year ahead.
Once again, welcome home to the family of Christ’s Church.

John DeBevoise
Pastor

A time to thank God for His gifts.

95 Years
at PCPC
“For just as each of us has one body with many
members, and these members do not all have the same
function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body,
and each member belongs to all the others.”
-Romans 12: 3-13
What is YOUR function at PCPC and in the family of Christ’s
church? As Paul explains to the Romans, we all have a function.
Together, we form one body… one PCPC church.
As PCPC celebrates its 95th anniversary this stewardship
season, we invite you to join us in reflection. Where did your faith
journey begin? When did PCPC become part of your story?
Has your family system been worshipping at PCPC for
generations? Are you new to PCPC and exploring PCPC as your new
church home? No matter where you are in your faith journey or in your
journey with PCPC, know that YOU BELONG. You are welcomed. You are
loved.
Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church first gathered in March
1927 with six individuals in a Sunday school class on a dirt floor. We
now serve over 2,000 members and gather together in our Sanctuary,
Chapel, Gym, Fellowship Hall, Courtyard, classrooms, and virtually
online. PCPC provides year-round opportunities to learn and grow in
Christ. We celebrate baptisms, weddings, and funerals almost every
weekend. PCPC’s members and friends break bread together every
week at our Wednesday Night Dinners. Our worship spaces are full of
music that fills our hearts and sermons to help us discern God’s call
for each and every one of us. PCPC’s Pastors, Directors, and Staff work
every day to ensure PCPC can offer its services to those we are here to
serve. As you gather at PCPC, whether virtually or in person, we hope
you experience feelings of joy, support, love, comfort, happiness, and
compassion.
“Home is a place where we receive love, warmth, hope
and guidance. We receive all of these things and more
at PCPC.”
-Jack and Terri Kirkland

“Home is a place where your heart is filled and fulfilled.
This I find at PCPC, where my heart is filled by the
warmth, the love, the friendship, and the grace that
surrounds all who enter its doors. My heart is fulfilled
by the compassionate outreach to any in need, any who
are hurting, any who are lost and alone, as the members
reach out their hand to those in need, giving hope and
help throughout the world when it is most needed.”
		

Stewardship
Season at PCPC
As a community of Jesus’s disciples, it
is our unified responsibility to provide a
means for PCPC to continue to worship,
learn, grow, care, and act for Christ. We
seek, hope, and pray for the funds that
will allow the church to be the church for
generations ahead of us.
We invite
you to turn
in a pledge
commitment
for 2023 to
help PCPC
continue
to support
the mission and ministry of the church.
Our 2023 Stewardship goal is $1.7M
in pledge commitments. Our pledge
commitments typically provide 70%
of the annual budget, with offerings
collected during worship and other
sources providing the remaining
budgetary and compassionate outreach
needs.
Pledging the amount you hope to
contribute financially in 2023 helps PCPC
establish its budget for next year. You can
complete the 2023 pledge form included
in this newsletter, download it on
www.palmaceia.org/pledge, enter your
pledge directly on the website at
www.palmaceia.org/pledge, pick up a
pledge form from the office, or email your
pledge form to the office. For assistance,
contact Kelley Fowler, PCPC’s Bookkeeper,
at finance@palmaceia.org.
Scan this QR code or visit our website
https://www.palmaceia.org/pledge to
learn more about how to pledge and
ways to give.

-Dr. Sylvia Campbell, Ordained Elder,
PCPC Witness & Service Committee Member
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How does PCPC use YOUR gifts?
PCPC’s mission and ministry includes serving PCPC’s
members, friends, and community – both locally
and globally. Your financial gifts contribute to
PCPC’s inspiring worship and praise together.
Your generosity allows us to be innovative with
opportunities to learn and grow in Christ. Your
kindness provides opportunities to gather and
foster relationships that will last a lifetime. And your
compassion helps those in need.
PCPC cannot manage God’s gifts without your support.
Your financial gifts are the fuel for PCPC’s ministry. In
today’s uncertain economic times, pledging informs
Session in advance what financial resources will be
available for planning our critical ministries this coming
year. As such, we invite you to prayerfully consider your
ability to participate in our stewardship ministry by
sharing your pledge as you are able.
*Compassionate outreach includes PCPC special offerings,
such as the 2022 offering for Ukraine war victims along
with other gifts given for specific purposes.

“When church members come to PCPC to donate
food items, clothing, or other items, they often
thank PCPC for taking items off their hands and
putting them into the hands of those in need.
It really fills their heart to donate knowing it
will help someone! And it fills my heart seeing
how much giving can lift a person’s spirits!”
-Susan Frost, PCPC Receptionist and
Administrative Assistant

Our church is vibrant, active, and involved and we invite
YOU to help us continue our ministry by making a
pledge for 2023.

“I’ve seen community connection happening
through the preschool’s partnership with our
children and family ministry. From Music and
Movement to open playground times, the sharing
of space and resources continues to create a rich
community foundation for our children and their
families where faith can grow and blossom.”
-Meg Pabst, PCPC Preschool Director

“From our earliest times together, PCPC has
been central to our relationship with each other.
It serves as a place we nurture our individual
spiritual needs and, in turn, our marriage. PCPC
also nurtures our children, from our preschooler
to our teenagers. Our family pledges because
just as we are strengthened, PCPC also improves
the lives of people in our local community and
globally.”
-Michael and Tina Maddux

“As a member of the Buildings & Ground committee
I know how important the annual pledge drive is to
the church. The facilities need constant attention
and maintenance and the pledge dollars we receive
allow the committee to maintain the grounds for our
worship and gathering spaces.”
-Trey Carswell, Ordained Elder, Buildings
& Grounds Committee
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The Impact of Your Gifts
Over the last year, your financial gifts allowed PCPC’s Pastors,
Directors, and Staff to offer a variety of opportunities to
gather together as a community of Christ’s church.
• PCPC’s Pastors and Staff facilitate compassionate
outreach care to PCPC members in need, including phone
calls, house visits, letters, and other forms of support as
needed.
• Faith and Fellowship Hour returned with a Welcome
Home gathering in the Fellowship Hall with more than
75 children in attendance! Each Sunday’s Faith and
Fellowship Hour begins with a time for communal singing
for all ages in our Chapel.
• Adult Faith Formation provides multiple opportunities
for PCPC members and friends to deepen their faith each
week through different classes and instructors.
• Youth programming draws over 200 youth throughout
the year between Wednesday Night Youth Group and
summer gatherings for Middle and High School students.
• PCPC conducted weekly worship services and faith
journeys, including the celebration of baptisms,
confirmation, and weddings.
• Music and Movement, a class for birth through three
year-olds, gathers each week in song, movement, and
instrument play.
• PCPC’s facilities serve as the meeting space for over 15
different community groups each week.
• Podcasts are offered weekly across a variety of listening
mediums. The Lectionary Podcast, four PCPC Bible
scholars discussing the Gospel reading for the upcoming
Sunday, is downloaded over 300 times per month. Over
its lifetime, it has received more than 12,000 downloads!
Most listeners are in Florida, Massachusetts, and
California, plus some as far away as Argentina and South
Africa!
• Justice Seekers for 4th and 5th graders meet weekly to
deepen faith, fellowship, and inspire Christian living. The
Justice Seekers are currently focused on Matthew 25
initiative.
• Wednesday night dinners often serve over 200 meals
each week.
• PCPC’s Youth Team created “Rebuild Season” at the
start of the 2022-23 school year with a PHENOMENAL
volunteer core. 100% of the adult volunteer team were
once students in PCPC’s youth ministry program.
• Through August 2022, you collectively gave over 3000
lbs. of food to Beth El Farm Ministries, 40+ computers
to Hillsborough Education Foundation, wiped out almost
$6M in medical debt through RIP Medical Debt, 150
backpacks for school children, and over $160k for victims
of the Ukraine war.

PCPC Vision
We are called to be a community of
disciples in Jesus Christ,
who, seeking unity in the faith,
are living out our lives
in joyful obedience to God’s Word:
worshipping Christ,
learning in Christ,
growing in Christ,
caring with Christ,
acting for Christ,
reformed in Christ.

Important Dates
Sunday, October 9:
Stewardship Kickoff Sunday!
Sunday, November 13:
Stewardship Celebration Sunday!
On both days, refreshments will
be available in the
Fellowship Hall across the morning.
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