Back to School 2022

Back to School at PCPC
Kickoff Rally

Welcome Home to Faith & Fellowship Hour!
Sunday, August 14th at 10am
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pre-K3-5th grade children & families
Meet in Fellowship Hall
Doughnuts, photo booth, & a little singing
Follow teachers to classrooms; get to know the space
w/ a scavenger hunt
Pre-K3 thru Kindergarteners receive Bibles
All children receive a blessing bowl

Let us all come together so we can help each other be the Light of
God this coming school year!

Back to School Blessing
Sunday, August 14 at 8:30, 9, and 11am
In all morning services August 14th, the pastors will be blessing teachers
& students who are heading back to school, and blessing the backpacks
that we are collecting during the month of July. Children are invited to
bring their backpacks or lunch bags to worship this day for a blessing!
Homestyle Potluck Lunch
Sunday, August 14th at Noon in
Fellowship Hall
(everyone brings a dish and we share
in a feast together!)
Everyone is invited to this “welcome home”
meal! PCPC will provide fried chicken & iced tea. If you want to share
what you’re bringing email receptionist@palmaceia.org.
Suggested food types to bring to the Potluck Lunch based on the first
letter of your last name:
A-F: Salads
G-P: Side Dishes
Q-Z: Desserts

...from the Pastor’s Desk
Reflections On Reading Through the Bible in a Year,
Gathering Together Around God’s Word
Last fall, Will Wellman encouraged the pastors and the adult Faith
Formation team to look at a church-wide journey of reading through
the Bible in a year, accompanied by weekly classes reflecting on
the readings, and in worship, preaching on a different book of the
Bible each Sunday. This is not the first time we’ve done this as a
congregation — we did it in the year 2000 — although it wasn’t
accompanied by the weekly adult Faith Formation classes. Of course
there are multiple rationales for the idea. It has us go through the faith
exercise of reading the Bible as a whole in a reasonable period. It,
as a group project, nurtures unity in the congregation. And that unity
comes not only from sharing in a common enterprise, but the work
of the spirit in our hearts and minds as we are, in worship, gathering
around the same scriptures each week.
Will Wellman took on the task of dividing the readings up over the
course of a year. There are 52 weeks in a year and there are 66 books
of the Bible. We achieved getting 66 books into 52 by combining 1,
2, and 3 John; and Hosea, Joel, and Amos on the same Sunday. If
the books are as substantive as the prophets Amos and Hosea, that’s
a substantial amount of literature to move through in a week. But if
they’re briefer epistles like 1, 2, and 3 John, accomplishing it in one
Sunday has been easier. Of course, reading through and designing
worship around the preaching on the whole of a longer book like
Jeremiah on one Sunday is a challenge in itself. We began on the first
Sunday in January 2022 with Genesis and will end on the last Sunday
with Revelation.
It’s a “stretching” thing for worship designers, preachers, and
musicians. Typically, we follow the common lectionary which, over
a 3-year cycle, leads a reader through a smorgasbord of the whole
Bible. But the common lectionary ties one into shared resources by
commentators and Biblical scholars around the world on the same
passages each Sunday, and the musical resources that accompany
that. So when you move to a pattern of preaching a different book
of the Bible each Sunday, you have to create a new worship design
without the support of the lectionary resources each week.
One of the gifts in this journey for me has been the discipline of
having to re-visit every book of the Bible and remember material that
we may be inclined to seldom visit, or that appears less regularly in
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from the Pastor’s Desk continued
our devotional and worship literature. It was fun to take a whole
Sunday and build it around the book of Proverbs! It felt solemn to
build a whole Sunday around the book of Lamentations. Sometimes
the books have fallen on Sundays that naturally seem to support the
theme. For example, Genesis, a book about beginnings, on the first
Sunday of the year. But sometimes, the calendar and the reading
schedule have created intersections that have seemed harder, like
Lamentations on July 3rd. It has been a good stretching discipline
to visit every book again. And it’s brought back in my memory a few
stories that I once was familiar with but have forgotten over the years.
As we enter mid-August, we enter into the New Testament. The
richness of the Hebrew Scriptures (the Old Testament) has been a great
banquet across the first eight months of the year, and proportionate
to the amount of material in the Old Testament compared to the Bible
as a whole. But it’s been a different experience to preach for eight
months out of the Old Testament without regularly accompanying
it with reading from the New Testament. Christian doctrine has
long supported the full authority of the Old Testament scriptures for
Christian life and practice. But it’s been a stretching discipline to live
that out for eight months. We’ll spend a Sunday on each of the four
Gospels, and I look forward to that. While we won’t be able to give
the beloved stories there the attention and time that we more typically
do, it’s a good exercise to try and capture the flavor or theme of each
gospel in a single Sunday.
I’ve enjoyed and appreciated the conversations that I’ve had with
different church members about the various books. It has felt unifying
to me in both thought and conversation. I’m grateful for the freedom
that Presbyterians have in worship design and the freedom of the
pulpit that pastors have, in the Reformed tradition, when choosing
on what to preach. But like trying to visit each of the 50 states in this
nation, there’s been an excitement and sense of achievement to it that
has merit. Reading through the bible in a year is a kind of spiritual
pilgrimage. One of the benefits of a pilgrimage is traveling with
other pilgrims. There’s mystery at work in the reading of scripture as
well as fine biblical scholarship and shared community reflections.
Clearly part of that mystery involves where the spirit brings forward
particular verses, lines, and stories to touch our own hearts and minds
individually, as well as journeying with the company of pilgrims. Two
thirds of the way through, we can see the horizon in sight now. I look
forward to arriving there and to returning to our more typical patterns
in the year ahead. But this pilgrimage is a treasure. And I’m grateful
for the insights, reflections, and shared life of the other pilgrims in the
journey.
Thankful for the Word of God,

A “Thank You” Note from

The Rev. Dr. Nicole Partin Abdnour!!!
Dear PCPC,
My heart is full of
gratitude for the many
and varied ways in which
you all, individually and
as a congregation, have
supported my journey
of going back to school
and have helped me to
celebrate my completion
of the Doctor of Ministry
degree at Emory
University’s Candler
School of Theology. For the past three years you have inquired
and encouraged me in my study, prayed for me, been gracious in
allowing me to block out time for coursework, and covered the cost
of tuition allowing me to pursue this level of education without
incurring debt. What a gift! I also am very much looking forward to
receiving the new preaching robe (it will be delivered by the end of
summer!) the congregation has gifted me which will reflect this new
level education.
Several folks have inquired about my area of study and the subject
of my final paper. Within the Doctor of Ministry program, I was
a part of the track whose focus was Biblical Interpretation and
Proclamation. It was a joy to journey with fifteen other pastors from
diverse backgrounds (ethnically, culturally, denominationally), and I
learned much from their contributions and life experiences serving
in a variety of contexts. When it came time to settle on a final project
topic I kept returning to my love of worship, my prior experience
of serving a congregation during a catastrophic hurricane, and my
current location serving a congregation and community vulnerable
to hurricanes. Thus, the paper that came forth was “Holy Space:
Worship and Proclamation Post-Disaster and Pre-Recovery.” While
I am happy to share the paper, I will not impose it on anyone. One of
the requirements of the final project, however, was to synthesize the
paper to a short blog post. That is easily accessible online: https://
scholarblogs.emory.edu/candlerdmin/2022/04/12/worship-andproclamation-post-disaster-and-pre-recovery/.
Again, many thanks to this encouraging and supportive
congregation. I would not have been able to make it to the finish
line without you!
Fondly,
The Rev. Dr. Nicole Partin Abdnour ;)

Pastor John

Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some
have entertained angels without knowing it.

-Hebrews 13:2

Children and Families — Welcome Home!
PRAYground time is offered at the 9am Connection service
on Sundays. The PRAYground is a child-friendly worship area in
the the gym available to children following the Children’s Message.
Godly Play on Sundays
Following the Children’s Message in the 8:30, 9, and 11am services
on Sundays, children who have completed Pre-K3-1st grade should
be accompanied by a parent/guardian to Covenant Hall 101 for Godly
Play (a supervised sharing of the bible story and snack). The time is
led by two adults made up of volunteers and staff.
Godly Play Shepherds (Adult and Youth Helpers) are Needed!
Adult and youth shepherds will assist staff in leading Godly Play. Help
PCPC grow young disciples in God’s love. Email allison@palmaceia.
org to volunteer for an upcoming Sunday at 8:30, 9:00, or 11:00 am.
Teaching Team Training: August 7th at 12:15pm in EM 310
Do you want to help grow the faith of our young disciples while also
nurturing your own faith? Join a teaching team for Children’s Faith &
Fellowship Hour for a fun and rewarding way to live into the baptismal
vows you’ve made.
For more details or to sign up, email:
cameron.clark@thesinclairgroup.com.
Back to School Blessing: August 14th at 8:30, 9, & 11am
Bring your backpacks to church for a blessing!
Music and Movement Returns August 17th from 5-5:30pm
on Wednesdays whenever there is Wednesday Night Dinner
Meet in CH 101
Music & Movement returns Wednesday, August 17th at 5pm. M&M is
a class for infants through 3-year-old children. Time together includes
songs, rhythmic rhymes, movement, and instrument play. Activities
are informal, non-performance-oriented experiences—appropriate
for children and easy for parents and caregivers, regardless of their

own musical ability. A parent or carer must be present for class. This
gathering is held 5:00-5:30 p.m. on Wednesdays. Meet in CH 101.
Anna Shuford, Assistant Program Director for Children at PCPC, will
be leading this class. Contact anna@palmaceia.org with questions.

Music Notes

Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord!
The music program of PCPC is an integral part of our worship. Come
share your talent with your worshiping community! You will have the
opportunity to lead the congregation in the hymns and anthems of the
seasons. We SING together, PRAY together and PLAY together!
Joyful Noise Choir: Pre-K4 - Grade 1
Begins Wednesday, August 17
5-5:45pm in Westminster Room 210
Directors: Catherine Pereira, Kelly Slovinac; Accompanist: Pat Handly
Junior Choir: Grade 2 - Grade 5
Begins Wednesday, August 17
5-5:45pm in 2nd floor Choir Room (across from the Gym)
Directors: Nancy Callahan, Ashley Greenfield
Youth Handbell Choir (NEW!): Grades 6 & Up
Begins Wednesday, August 17
5:45-6pm in the 2nd floor Choir Room (across from the Gym)
Chancel Choir
Begins Sunday, August 14 at 8:30am and 11am singing in
Sanctuary Worship
Rehearsals begin Wednesday, August 17
7-8:30pm in the Sanctuary
The Chancel Choir welcomes new and experienced singers. They
participate in both the 8:30 and 11am Traditional Sunday services.
Director: Nancy M. Callahan (Callahan@palmaciea.org)
Trinity Handbell Choir (Adults)
Begins Wednesday, August 17
6-6:50pm in the 3rd floor Handbell Room

Cedarkirk Day Camp at PCPC in July

Life of the Church
Computer Donation Drive

GETTING A NEW COMPUTER FOR
THE FALL? Donate your old one to
PCPC!

Lots of local school students are in
need of computers, and PCPC is
helping out. Even if yours isn’t working
at all, it has value towards getting a
new computer into a student’s hands.
If it is working, just remove any data
and passwords you have. In either
case, bring your equipment to Susan in the Church Office.
Questions? Contact John Wells (jdwells01@gmail.com). God Bless you!
Faith and Fiction
Faith and Fiction meets on the 3rd Tuesday of every month at 7:30pm
in a hybrid fashion — in person in Room EM 310 and on Zoom. The
group reads a wide range of fiction and (occasionally) non-fiction
books, looking for evidence of faith in the lives of the characters. We
are always looking for new folks to join us.

Faith Café: A Feeding Ministry for the Poor in Tampa
PCPC has committed to staff the entire Faith Café on the 2nd Sunday
of the month from 4:15 to 7:00 p.m. Volunteers are also needed when
there is a 5th Friday in the month, from 10:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. To
sign up to volunteer, contact:
Stann Givens at stann@tampafamilylaw.com.
Presbyterian Women: Save the Date!
September 15th at 11am in Fellowship Hall is our 2022-2023
General Membership meeting and covered dish luncheon date as
well as the kick-off of the 2022-2023 Circle’s Bible Study. The study
selections include “A Guide to James: Growing in the Christian Life”
by Stonecroft Bible Studies; “The Beatitudes for Today” by James C.
Howell; and Presbyterian Women’s “Celebrating Sabbath” by Carol M.
Bechtel.
Some of you through our recent survey have indicated a willingness to
serve in PW leadership. Those who are interested should contact Jan
Gorrie, PW President, at 813-334-5288 or jan@ballardpartners.com.

Here are the books for the remainder of 2022:
August 16: A Woman of No Importance: The Untold Story of the
American Spy Who Helped Win World War II by Sonia Purnell
September 20: The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict and
Victoria Christopher Murray
October 18: Circe by Madeline Miller
November 15: Sweetness of Water by Nathan Harris
December 20: Everything That Rises Must Converge by Flannery
O’Connor
Summer Sing 2022!
Date: August 28
Time: 6-7pm
Join us for our family-friendly
“Summer Sing” on Sunday,
August 28th at 6:00 pm in the
Fellowship Hall. Bring the whole
family for a delightful singalong
led by “Pastor John and the
Lonesome Tumbleweeds Band!”
We’ll be serving up hamburgers/sausage, pasta salad, and brownies.
Kids have a blast at this event, it’s free, and you are more than
welcome to invite a friend! Pastor John and the Lonesome
Tumbleweeds will be playing “summer camp” style songs on the
guitar — think Amazing Grace, Country Roads (John Denver), Sloop
John B (Kingston Trio), I Saw Her Standing There (The Beatles), etc.
If you’re interested in strumming or have a song request, email Robert
Mims at floridashirt@gmail.com.

New Member Classes
PCPC’s New Member Class is for anyone who has an interest in
learning more about Palma Ceia Presbyterian, its ministries, and
membership. Some people who attend this new member’s class have
a desire to become members of PCPC, and decide to join at the end
of the class. Others attend the class simply as part of their exploration
toward learning more about the ministries that PCPC has to offer
individuals and families.
All are welcome in the Hospitality Room next to the chapel, and we
look forward to seeing you. Email receptionist@palmaceia.org if you
have any questions or to let us know you plan to attend.
Remaining 2022 Dates, all at 10am:
August 7
October 9
December 11

Life of the Church
Welcome, Kelley Fowler!
New Bookkeeper at Palma
Ceia Presbyterian Church
PCPC is excited to introduce to
you our new PCPC Full Charge
Bookkeeper, Kelley Fowler. Kelley
is from Lakeland, and has worked
over 25 years in accounting and
bookkeeping, the last 14 here in
Tampa. Angie Montes has taken a
new position.

Wednesday Theology Book Group
Wednesdays, 12pm -1pm on Zoom
This weekly discussion group reads through a variety of theological
and religious books picked out by the members. The group began
discussing the book “Our God Loves Justice” by Travis McMaken
on July 20. For more information and to get the Zoom link, email
receptionist@palmaceia.org.

Kelley graduated from Florida Southern College. Most recently,
she’s been the Office Manager for the Tampa Harbor Pilots, LLC.
Kelley and her husband, Terry Fluke, each have one child. Kelley’s
son lives in California with his wife and two daughters, and Terry’s
daughter lives in Colorado with her husband and one daughter.
Kelley and Terry enjoy boating, fishing, and staycations at their
home in St. Petersburg. Most of all, they enjoy getting to see their
sweet granddaughters whenever possible.
Kelley began the job at PCPC July 27th, and is in training for the
next several weeks. Her email address is finance@palmaceia.org.
We look forward to you having a chance to meet her.
Women’s Sunday Evening Book Group
Women of all ages are invited to join together to discuss as a group
the Gathering Together Around God’s Word weekly readings. This
study usually gathers every other Sunday at 7pm on Zoom for
fellowship, prayer, and conversation on the lectionary text for the day.
If you’d like to be placed on the study email list contact:
Pastor Nicole nicole@palmaceia.org.
Summer/Fall Schedule 2022: Aug. 14, Aug. 28, Sept. 11, Sept. 25,
Oct. 9, Oct. 23, Nov. 6, Nov. 20

Flower Dedications
Flowers can be placed in the Chancel of the Sanctuary, in the Narthex,
or in the Chapel and dedicated as a memorial or to celebrate a special
occasion like a birth, baptism, marriage renewal or anniversary.
Contact Susan at receptionist@palmaceia.org or call 813-253-6047 to
reserve your spot and discuss your dedication.
Dedications are $90 for two arrangements or $70 for a single. You can
request specific types of flowers or colors for the arrangements and
the request will be honored within the budget limits.
All donations should be paid by check directly to Palma Ceia
Presbyterian Church. Checks can be mailed in or dropped off in the
church office. Please be sure to put a note in the memo line of the
check to indicate the location for the flowers to be placed and the date
of the dedication.
Save the Date!
Kirking of the Tartans this year will be held September 25th at the
8:30am & 11am Traditional worship services. PCPC will host the St.
Andrews Society of Tampa Bay. The Tartans will play their bagpipes as
a celebration representing the clans and is our celebration and thanks
for families of all kinds!

For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.

		 				
			-Luke 12:34

Adult Faith Formation
Gathering Together Around God’s Word
We are reading through the Bible as a congregation in 2022! Here are the upcoming
readings and corresponding classes:

To be added to the email list or for more information, email receptionist@palmaceia.org.
PCPC also has a podcast called Gathering Together Around God’s Word to accompany our 2022 Bible read-through. New episodes are released
biweekly, featuring PCPC staff and special guests. Links to the podcast are on palmaceia.org, or simply search “Gathering Together Around God’s
Word” on Apple Podcasts or Spotify.
Resources for children to read along are online at www.kidspcpcbible.weebly.com

The Bel-Mar Class: Loving One Another in a Complicated
World Sundays at 10am on Zoom
The class examines the issue of what it means to follow the
admonition of Jesus to love one another in a complicated world.
The issue is examined based upon scripture in the context of the
modern world. Drop-ins to this online class are always welcome.
To join the class email list, contact mpeacock@peacocklawfirm.com.
The Lectionary Podcast
Four PCPC Bible scholars discuss the Gospel reading for the
upcoming Sunday — Charles Willard, Sara Mickelson, Bill Hull,
and Don Upton — a great group. It’s like meeting them for coffee and
Bible study and listening in! Podcasts are available by Wednesday
each week on Apple Podcasts and Spotify — just search “Lectionary
Call-In Podcast.”

Followers of the Way
Online Videos: The pastors continue to meet every Monday over
Zoom to record their weekly discussions. These conversations
are always available on YouTube and www.palmaceia.org/events/
followers-of-the-way.
In Person: Followers of the Way resumes in-person meetings in the
Fellowship Hall on Monday, September 12th at noon. This group has
historically been thought of as a men’s bible study, but it is open to all.
Lunch is often served!
Men’s Tuesday Morning Bible Study
This Bible study meets every other week on Tuesday mornings at
7:30am. We are currently meeting on Zoom. The group includes time
for fellowship and study of the upcoming Sunday’s text. For more
information and to get on the email list, email:
receptionist@palmaceia.org.

Youth
Youth Groups kick off on Wednesday, August 17 for
Middle Schoolers (6pm) and High Schoolers (7:30pm).
Formation X on Sunday mornings at 10am for Middle
Schoolers kicks off Sunday, August 21 in EM 206. ·
Talking Pts for High Schoolers kicks off on Monday,
August 22 at 7:30pm in the Youth Great Room.
Youth Group Special Events 2022
August 17th – Youth Group Kick-Off
September 21st – Small Groups Night
October 26th – Halloween Party
November 23rd – No Youth Group
December 7th – Christmas Party
To get on the Youth email list, email Youth Chaplain
Kenny Hubbell: Ken@palmaceia.org

Middle schoolers set out to do service projects around the
community during this summer’s “Disciple Now” week.

High School Youth Trip to Blue Ridge, Georgia

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a
new and right spirit within me.
-Psalm 51:10
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A Prayer for Back-to-School Season
By Pastor John
O Great Teacher; we lift up to you this month those who prepare to enter the tasks of teaching
and learning. Give teachers energy, wisdom, patience, and passion to follow their calling.
Work through them to shape the minds and hearts of Your people to follow Your paths and
understand something of Your purposes. Help them to be Good Shepherds of Your flock.
Give students the means to discern Your call in their minds and hearts. Grant them inquiring
minds and energy and humility to learn. Help them to hold an awareness of the gift and power
of education so they might be good stewards of the opportunity before them. Look with Your
mercy on those with special needs and challenges and send help to them through your Spirit.
Give teachers and students alike courage, and keep them safe from any danger in their
schools. Help parents to discern where support for students and teachers is helpful and
possible. Enable us together to learn to love You with all our hearts, minds and souls.
We pray in the name of the one the Disciples called “Teacher,” Jesus Christ.
Amen.

