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‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on 
my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you. 

‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for 
anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 
‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under 
the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfil. For truly 
I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until 
all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do 
the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, 
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Sermon Rev. Nicole Partin Abdnour

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Affirmation of Faith:  The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord. Who 
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church. The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins. The resurrection of 
the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn #425:  Lord of Light, Your Name Outshining 

Charge and Benediction

Benediction Response:  “Go Now in Peace” Besig

Postlude:  “Rigaudon” Camera

Participating in Today’s Services:
Reverends Nicole P. Abdnour and John DeBevoise
Music Director, Nancy Callahan, and Chancel Choir
Susan Peacock, Chief Usher; Bert Chamorro, Beadle

The flowers in the chancel are dedicated to the glory of God 
and in honor of the 58th wedding anniversary and birthdays of 

Martin and Karen Miller by their family.



GATHERING
Prelude:  “Voluntary” Adagio, Allegro

Chiming of the Hour and Welcome

Introit:  “Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven” Andrews

Call to Worship Ps. 92:1-4, 12-15
L:  It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 
 to declare your steadfast love in the morning, and your faithfulness by night.
P:  How great are your works, O Lord! At the works of your hands, I sing for joy. 
L:  The righteous flourish like the palm tree and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 
 They are planted in the house of the Lord; they flourish in the courts of our God. 
P:  In old age they still produce fruit; they are always green and full of sap, 
 showing that the Lord is upright; he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him. 
All:  How great are your works, O Lord! At the works of your hands, we sing for joy. 

Invocation 

Hymn #464:  “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”

Prayer of Confession 
 Merciful God, you pardon all who truly repent and turn to you. We humbly confess our sins and ask your 
mercy. We have not loved you with a pure heart, nor have we loved our neighbor as ourselves. We have not done 
justice, loved kindness, or walked humbly with you, our God. 
 Have mercy on us, O God, in your loving-kindness. In your great compassion, cleanse us from our sin. 
Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. Do not cast us from your presence or take 
your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of your salvation and sustain us with your bountiful Spirit, we ask 
this in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon

Peace of Christ

Act of Praise:  Hymn #579, “Glory Be to the Father” Gloria Patri

Mission Celebration

THE WORD
Prayer for Illumination:  “The Glory of the Father” No land

Scripture Reading:  Matthew 1:1-17
1 An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 2 Abraham was the 
father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 3 and Judah the father 
of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, 4 and Aram the 
father of Aminadab, and Aminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5 and Salmon the 
father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father 
of King David.
And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 7 and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and 
Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, 8 and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and 

Children of all ages are welcome in worship. A nursery is available to infants and preschool age children at any point during the service.  
See an usher or staff for directions. Please ensure all electronic devices are on silent during the service.

Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, 9 and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham 
the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 10 and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the 
father of Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, 11 and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of 
the deportation to Babylon. 
12 And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel, and Salathiel the father of 
Zerubbabel, 13 and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of 
Azor, 14 and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, 15 and Eliud 
the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, 16 and Jacob the father of 
Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah. 
17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David to the deportation to 
Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the deportation to Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen generations. 

Sacrament of Baptism:  (11:00 AM)
Jonathan and Jenna Lee Hughes present their son, Lawson Devier Hughes

Children’s Message:  Children of all ages are invited to the chancel steps. As the children come forward and as
they leave, the congregation joins in singing “What does the Lord require of you? To seek justice, and love 
kindness, and walk humbly with your God.” Following the Children's Message, children that have completed 
Pre-K3-1st grade should be accompanied by a parent/guardian to Covenant Hall 101 for Godly Play. Children 
2nd grade and older are invited to remain in the sanctuary. There is also a staffed nursery on the first floor of 
Eastminster.
Back to School Blessing:  Litany for the Whole Congregation

One:  In the morning when I wake to ready myself for learning,
All:  God, be the light that guides my day.
One:  As I make my way to school by car, bus, bike, wheelchair, or feet,
All:  God, be the light that shines the way.
One:  At the greeting of teachers, friends, administrators, and staff,
All:  God, be the light they see in my eyes.
One:  On the playground at recess or at the stop for the bus,
All:  God, shine through me like the sun so bright.
One:  If see a new face in the school building this year,
All:  God, help me give light and love to each new friend.
One:  When I feel overwhelmed, or sad, or scared,
All:  God, remind me that your light can’t ever be dimmed.
One:  With the dawn of each new day comes the chance to start again, another opportunity to be exactly who
 you made me to be,
All:  God, give me confidence to be fully me, that my light reflects your creative majesty.
One:  When I go to sleep at night, thankful for another day of learning,
All:  God, give me rest beneath your stars of night, surrounded by your love, light, and peace.

Prayer of Dedication and Worship with Tithes and Offerings
Offertory:  “Blessed are the Pure of Heart” Voullaire

Scripture Reading:  Matthew 5:1-20
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he 
began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
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