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“This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
                                                                                                                               -1 Corinthians 11:24

PCPC LIFE
palma ceia P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h

Sunday, April 10: Palm/Passion Sunday
8:30 am: Traditional Service with festive processional and palm-waving 
followed by a reading through the passion of Jesus. 
9:00 am: Connection Service 
11:00 am: Traditional Service with festive processional and palm-waving 
followed by a reading through the passion of Jesus. 
4:00 pm: TOS Concert: Handel’s Messiah Parts II & III. Tickets available 
for members in the church office during business hours Mon-Fri.
6:00 pm: Vespers Service

Wednesday, April 13
Wednesday Night Dinner moved to Thursday this week.

Thursday, April 14: Maundy Thursday
7:00 am-12:00 pm: Open chapel for prayer and meditation
12:00 pm: Maundy Thursday Service in the Sanctuary with PCPC Choir
5:15-6:15 pm: Maundy Thursday Meal in the Fellowship Hall: 
Pasta Fagioli, Salad, & Breadsticks
6:30 pm: Maundy Thursday Service in the Sanctuary with PCPC Choir
8:00 pm: Contemplative Courtyard Fireside Service

Friday, April 15: Good Friday
7:00 am-12:00 pm: Open chapel for prayer and meditation
12:00 pm: Good Friday Service in the Sanctuary
6:30 pm: Good Friday Service in the Sanctuary with acoustic guitar music

Sunday, April 17: Easter Sunday
All are invited to bring flowers to church this morning to decorate the 
Easter cross!
6:15 am: Easter Sunrise Service on the front lawn of Bayshore Presbyterian
7:00 am: Easter Sunrise Service in the PCPC Courtyard
8:30 am: Traditional Easter Service in the Sanctuary 
9:00 am: Connection Easter Service in the Gym
9:45-10:45 am: Resurrection Rock Hunt on the Playground
11:00 am: Traditional Easter Service in the Sanctuary 
6:00 pm: Vespers Service

... from the  Pastor’s Desk 
Dear Friends,

In this issue of the newsletter, we share 
Will Wellman’s news that he and Taylor are 
moving to Tennessee. It’s a move they are 
making thoughtfully and prayerfully. You 
can see more information in the article from 
Pastor Nicole accompanying this newsletter. 
I hope you read the article.

However, Will’s influence and friendships at 
PCPC will continue for years and years to 
come. I’m very grateful for the opportunity 
to have been one of Will’s colleagues, and 
I am grateful for his contributions to faith 
formation and Christian character in this 
Christian fellowship. 

Will’s ministry was focused on providing 
and staffing faith formation opportunities 
for adults. His charge as he started his work 
was to guide PCPC’s adult faith formation 
ministry into a regular, substantive set of 
offerings clearly rooted in the Reformed 
Tradition, its theology and biblical 
interpretation. Will did an outstanding 
job accomplishing that mission. On the 
journey he served as a teacher himself in 
each season, and demonstrated his gifts 
as a prepared, knowledgeable, engaging, 
and relevant teacher. He developed an 
adult faith formation committee that 
met regularly and brought a sense of 
responsibility for the tasks and thoughtful 
and persistent oversight to the offerings. 
Will successfully recruited a bench of 
teachers who shared a commitment to the 

(continued on page two)
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Worship With PCPC 
Worship Times on Sundays:

8:30 and 11:00 am Traditional Service in the Sanctuary

9:00 am Connection (Contemporary) Service in the Gym

6:00 pm Vespers Service  - This is a quiet, contemplative 
30-minute service which utilizes scripture readings, prayer, 
and the Sacrament of Communion.

The 9:00 & 11:00 am services are livestreamed, and may be 
watched anytime at www.palmaceia.org/videos

Reformed tradition, were prepared and supported, and had 
a passion for and expertise in their topics. That excellence 
has become the community’s expectation for the program. 

Will’s curriculum and teaching led us to such great 
Christian thinkers and writers as Augustine, Kierkegaard, 
Neibhur, Barth and Brueggemann. His core curriculum 
included regular classes on the scriptures and themes 
of scripture, and revealed his own command of and 
commitment to scripture. Will has particular competencies 
that punctuated and flavored his curriculum, such as poetry, 
ecology (eco-theology), agricultural and food ethics, and 
literature. His worship presence was a creative blessing 
in courtyard firepit services and mid-day Lenten 
and Advent prayer opportunities. But Will’s 
vision and implementation also honored and 
included a regular place for mystery, mysticism, 
contemplation, and classic Christian 
practices for faith nurture such as fasting, 
contemplative prayer, walking, dialogue and 
solitude. Amongst us Will also taught and led 
by example. He modeled speaking the truth in 
love. He articulated his deep convictions, even in 
disagreement with others, forcefully, without embracing 
the temptation of polemic or diatribe. It’s been a very 
helpful visible demonstration of the power of love in the 
community. 

Will’s tenure here traveled over significant and 
unanticipated national and world issues and events, 
including wars, reckoning with racism, threats to the 
environment, human sexuality, and the pandemic. In each 
chapter he led the team in bringing forward very helpful 
classes and resources that let us see, examine, discuss, 
and debate the issues in the context of prayer, scripture, 
Christian history, and discipleship. The pandemic required 
a shift from in-person to livestream and digitally recorded 
classes and presentations. Will didn’t seem to miss a beat. 
Without complaining, he took on the required new 
medium, and then, when it was called for, did the extra 
work of going hybrid, and leading us in creating podcasts, 
recorded classes, and Zoom gatherings. 

Taking the scriptures seriously, Will acted on the call 
to care for refugees. PCPC’s refugee ministry was really 
begun in and through Will’s efforts. He raised funds, 
publicized opportunities, established connections, 
stewarded collections, and nurtured relationships so that 
aid for refugees might be gathered and distributed. His 
ecumenical spirit profoundly blessed the care for refugees 
in Hillsborough County. His leadership was such that 
the area Lutheran leadership came unexpectedly to Will’s 
Presbyterian ordination reception and presented him with 
their award for service.

As a part of Will’s presence with us we walked with him in 
the personal journeys of his wedding and marriage, 

ordination, health, griefs, joys, family, and 
friends. And each of those also were chapters 
in which our faith was deeply and positively 
nurtured by his example. We became better 
as a faithful Christian community because 
of Will’s thoughtful presence, leadership, and 

example. And a considerable portion of that 
example was given not only through his articulate 

speech but through his artful listening. His authentic 
friendship has been a means of God’s grace amongst us, and 
often with Will in conversations, over coffee and sacrament, 
in classes, and chapel, it has been clear that the risen Christ 
was also present with us. 

St. Augustine once famously said “Faith seeks 
understanding.” With Will we have also seen a corollary, 
“Sometimes, the life of the mind seeks faith.” Bill Wallof 
said to me once, “I hope Will will take my place as the 
Dean of the Chapel.” In his tenure amongst us at PCPC, I 
believe Will wore that mantle well.

So now we say Godspeed to Will and Taylor in their new 
chapter. Blessed are the ties that bind. Thank you, Will, for 
being our friend, and thank you for being such an excellent 
teacher and pastor.

In Christian Love,

John DeBevoise

They found the stone rolled away from 

the tomb, but when they went in, they 

did not find the body.
                                                                -Luke 24:2-3

http://www.palmaceia.org/videos


We are reading through the Bible as a congregation in 2022! Here are the upcoming readings and corresponding classes:

To be added to the email list or for more information, 
email Will@palmaceia.org

Rev. Will Wellman also leads a podcast called Gathering 
Together Around God’s Word to accompany our 2022 Bible 
read-through. New episodes are released biweekly, featuring 
PCPC staff and special guests. Links to the podcast are 
on palmaceia.org, or simply search “Gathering Together 
Around God’s Word” on Apple Podcasts or Spotify. 

Resources for children to read along are online at 
www.kidspcpcbible.weebly.com

Gathering Together Around God’s Word: 
A Worship and Learning Opportunity 

Coretha Johnson as guest of 
Followers of the Way on her 
birthday March 7th!

 WEDNESDAY DINNERS
The meal is served every Wednesday in the Fellowship Hall 
between 5:15 and 6:15. All are welcome, and no reservations are 
needed! The cost is $5/adult, $3/child, or $15/family.
Upcoming Menus, subject to change
April 6: Chicken Pot Pie & Biscuits
April 13: Wednesday Night Dinner is on Thursday this week!
THURSDAY, April 14: Maundy Thursday Dinner: Pasta Fagioli
April 20: Baked Ham & Mac and Cheese
April 27: Pork Chops & Roasted Veggies
May 4: Fajitas, Beans, & Rice
May 11: Shrimp Boil
May 18: Spaghetti, Caesar Salad, & Garlic Bread
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-Isaiah 65:19

I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the 
sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress.

THE TAMPA ORATORIO SINGERS
Present A Palm Sunday Concert

Sunday, April 10 at 4pm in the PCPC Sanctuary

The Tampa Oratorio Singers perform Parts II and III of Handel’s Messiah on 
Sunday, April 10 at 4pm in the PCPC sanctuary.

Handel’s Messiah has been in continuous performance since virtually the day of 
its premiere. Featuring some of Handel’s best-known music, Messiah speaks to the 
Easter celebration of hope and new beginnings. Audiences will enjoy the familiar 
solo, “I Know that My Redeemer Liveth,” along with “Behold the Lamb of God,” 
and the triumphant “Hallelujah Chorus.” This much-loved masterpiece will be an 
uplifting experience, highlighting the significance of Easter and the reality of the 
resurrection.  

Professional soloists Todd Donovan, Susan Spatafora, Robyn Rocklein and John 
Kaneklides will be featured, along with professional orchestra.

Tickets for church members are available for free in the church office for the 
first 50 members who claim them – please see the receptionist, Susan Frost 
(receptionist@palmaceia.org) during office hours. Tickets can also be purchased 
online at www.tostampa.org

Sound of MusicThe

The Tampa Oratorio Singers 
invite you to enjoy a Fundraiser Concert

Celebrating selections from

Immediately following the 
concert enjoy “A Taste of Vienna”

in the Fellowship Hall.

Sunday, May 22, 2022
6:00 p.m.

TICKETS: 
$50.00 per person

Many thanks for your 
generous support!

Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church
3501 West San Jose Street

Tampa, Florida

For more information and tickets visit www.tostampa.org
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Will Wellman to Move to 
Nashville

Courtyard Reception Sunday, May 1st at Noon
Dietrich Bonhoeffer reflected that “the person who loves the 
people around them will create community wherever they 
go.” PCPC has been nurtured by the work and witness of 
Will Wellman’s faith and intellect, and as a community of 
faith has grown because of the love Will has demonstrated 
to everyone around him. Will has loved the people of this 
congregation and created a community of lifelong learners 
who desire to live and love well through continual spiritual 
discernment and faithful practice. Will has modeled loving 
our neighbor, strengthening the ties this community has 
with those who have sought refuge within the Tampa Bay 
community. 

As a community, we are now called to wish Will and Taylor 
well in the next chapter of their lives which begins in May 
with a move to Nashville, Tennessee to be closer to Taylor’s 
family. Will has been on PCPC’s staff since the summer of 
2014 when he began a yearlong internship that grew into a 
two-year residency. With other staff transitions occurring, 
Will was called to serve as the Interim Director, then the 
Director of Adult Faith Formation, where he has grown and 
expanded the quantity and quality of opportunities for adult 
learners to explore and nurture their faith. Will is going to be 
deeply missed as a colleague, leader, and partner in ministry, 
and yet the fruits of his labor will continue to be enjoyed 
as PCPC continues to live into the vision for Adult Faith 
Formation that Will has helped the community cast. 

Allison Kelly reflects, “When I think about Will, I think 
about the word cultivation. His life’s work of consistently 
and gently tending and loosening the soil for the raising 
of crops for the future kingdom has not only yielded 
abundance, but more importantly, greatly enriched the 
shared quality of life of faith we live together. Through 
his steadfast cultivation in the true sense of koinonia, 
Will planted and nurtured a lifetime of seeds in Biblical, 
Theological, and Practical seeds of understanding of God’s 
kingdom that will continue for a lifetime of growth.”

Ken Hubbell remarks, “We have been privileged to have 
such a keen mind on our staff these past eight years. Will 
has given this community the exceedingly valuable gift of 
education. His teaching has spread to every corner of this 
church, and pastors and parishioners alike have benefited 
from his honest, thoughtful insights. Will kept us focused 
on the right stuff in the right ways: Gospel truth, justice, 
and compassion for all. He has set a high standard for our 
learning and called us to consider theology and scripture 
deeply, avoiding easy answers and grappling with our 
faith. May God bless our Will on his next adventure and 
strengthen us as we say, ‘See you later, friend.’”

The congregation is invited to greet Will at a reception in the 
courtyard after Church at noon on Sunday, May 1st.

Bel-Mar Development
After prayerful consideration of a variety of uses of the Bel-
Mar Church property, on October 15, 2021, the church 
entered into a contract to sell the Bel-Mar property to a 
private developer to build approximately 100 units of mixed-
income affordable housing on the site. The contract limits 
the use of the property to affordable housing in perpetuity 
and provides a purchase price of $2.3 million. In addition, 
PCPC will have access for 20 years to 1,500 square feet 
of commercial space in the building that can be used for 
worship, mission, or outreach. 
PCPC has proposed, and the developer has accepted, the 
name of Casa Bel-Mar for the project. All of the units will be 
restricted to residents earning less than 80% of the Median 
Family Income as adjusted by family size and over half will 
be restricted to residents earning from 30% to 50% of the 
Median Family Income.  That means that, in 2021 dollars, a 
family of four earning $22,140 would pay $498 in rent for 
a two-bedroom apartment and a family of four earning up 
to $59,040 (the maximum allowable income for that family 
size) would pay $1,330 for a new two-bedroom South Tampa 
apartment. 
The private developer, Archway Partners, has partnered with 
the Tampa Housing Authority as co-developers to help ensure 
the financial viability of the project. The project is a true 
public-private partnership. The Tampa Housing Authority 
will provide at least 50 Project Based Section-8 Vouchers. The 
City of Tampa has awarded $1 million in HOME funding. 
The Hillsborough County Housing Finance Authority has 
formally expressed a willingness to issue tax-exempt bonds for 
the project, which would allow federal tax-credits to be sold 
to private investors. 
In February, the project reached an important milestone as 
the developer completed its due diligence process and “went 
hard” on the contract, providing an additional $50,000 
deposit that was released to the church to cover carrying costs 
at the Bel-Mar church property until the August closing. If 
additional time is needed for closing, additional extensions 
are available for additional payments. Closing is expected to 
occur in late 2022 or early 2023. While it will be a few years 
before families are living at Bel-Mar, the ability of PCPC to 
wait while the project is being developed is key to allowing 
more affordable housing in our neighborhood.

Thank you for continuing to help keep 
our Little Free Pantry full! Donations 
can be dropped off in the Fellowship 
Hall or Church Office -- please label 
the donation Little Free Pantry. A list 
of needed items can be found at: 
palmaceia.org/little-free-pantry-at-pcpc
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-Psalm 150:6
Let everything that breathes praise the LORD! Praise the LORD!

Wednesday Theology Book 
Group
Wednesday Theology Book Group 
Wednesdays, 1-2pm on Zoom during Lent
(Start time will shift back to noon after Easter)

This weekly discussion group reads through a variety of 
theological and religious books picked out by the members. 
We are now discussing Norman Wirzba’s This Sacred Life. 
For more information and to get the Zoom link, 
email will@palmaceia.org

The Bel-Mar Class: Loving One 
Another in a Complicated World
Sundays at 10am on Zoom
The class is continuing to examine the issue of what it means 
to follow the admonition of Jesus to love one another in 
a complicated world.  The issue is examined based upon 
Scripture in the context of the modern world. Drop-ins to 
this online class are always welcome. To join the class email 
list, email mpeacock@peacocklawfirm.com.

Faith and Fiction
The group meets on the 3rd Tuesday of every month at 
7:30pm on Zoom, with hopes of moving to a hybrid 
option soon. The group reads a wide range of fiction and 
(occasionally) non-fiction books, looking for evidence of faith 
in the lives of the characters. 

Here are the books for the next four months:

April 19: Unsheltered by Barbara Kingsolver
May 17: The Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles
June 21: Raft of Stars by Andrew J. Graff
July 19: Long Bright River by Liz Moore

Tie That Binds
Come join us to knit or crochet 
baby caps for the preemies at 
Tampa General Hospital. We 
meet Tuesdays from 3:30-5:00 
p.m. No experience is required. 
Contact Kerry Powers at (813) 
784-7883 or Nancy Nelson at 
(813) 240-0244 for details on 
the current meeting location.  

Women’s Sunday Evening Bible 
Study
Women of all ages are invited to join together to discuss as a 
group the Gathering Around God’s Word weekly readings. 
This study usually gathers every other Sunday at 7pm 
on Zoom for fellowship, prayer, and conversation on the 
lectionary text for the day. If you’d like to be placed on the 
study email list contact Pastor Nicole nicole@palmaceia.org.

Spring Meetings: April 3, May 1, May 15

Men’s Morning Bible Study
This Bible study meets every other week on Tuesday mornings 
at 7:30am. We are currently meeting on Zoom. The group 
includes time for fellowship and study of the upcoming 
Sunday’s text. For more information and to get on the email 
list, email Will Wellman will@palmaceia.org 

Prayer Shawl 
Knitters
Come join us to knit prayer 
shawls for congregation 
members & friends in need. 
Please contact Ellie Hunt at 
813-727-0528 or Martha 
Spicklemire at 813-837-8903.

New Member Classes
PCPC’s New Member Class is for anyone who has an interest 
in learning more about Palma Ceia Presbyterian, its ministries, 
and membership. Some people who attend this new member’s 
class have a desire to become members of PCPC, and decide 
to join at the end of the class. Others attend the class simply 
as part of their exploration toward learning more about the 
ministries that PCPC has to offer individuals and families.
All are welcome in the Hospitality Room next to the chapel, 
and we look forward to seeing you. Email receptionist@
palmaceia.org if you have any questions or to let us know you 
plan to attend.

2022 Dates, all at 10am:
May 1,  June 26,  August 7, October 9, December 11
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Village Partners International Awarded THANK Grant to 
Address Malnutrition in Haiti

In the mountains of NE Haiti, over 50% of the population currently suffers from malnutrition. During a 
visit in 2017 to Mombin Crochu, Haiti, a desperate plea was made to Village Partners International (VPI) 
by local communities to address malnutrition in infants. 26 children in local areas had died the previous year 
from severe malnutrition and no program existed in this region of over 50,000 people to address this. 

In 2018 a pilot program was launched by VPI, in partnership with Mombin Crochu Hospital, to address 
this critical need, which included assessment, in-patient and out-patient treatment, community-based 

therapy, family education, and the initiation of a Moringa program. This was extremely successful, with 132 children treated 
the first year. In 2021, 300 children were treated for malnutrition, with the mortality rate reported as zero. 

Although the program was considered a success, 20% of treated children returned within 2 
years with repeat malnutrition, and the importance of addressing this became evident. 

This year Village Partners International has been awarded a 
THANK Grant from the Presbyterian Women in the Presbyterian 
Church to address this issue. Due to the generosity of this grant, 
treatment capacity will be expanded, nurses and community 
health care workers will be hired, emergency stockpiles of 
medications and nutritional supplements will be stored, home 
visits will be increased, educational classes will expand, and additional Moringa gardens will be 
planted. This generous support will allow the program to grow and reach more children, increase the 
follow-up and follow-through of care, and allow further expansion of the treatment of malnutrition 
in this area where poverty and food insecurity are a way of life.

We are so humbled and grateful for the support given by the THANK Grant, as we know that not only will lives be saved, but 
the quality of lives for these children will improve exponentially, and God’s work will continue in the mountains of Haiti. 

A Prayer for 
Ukraine

God of peace and justice,
We pray for the people of Ukraine today.

We pray for peace and the laying down of 
weapons.

We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow,
that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to 
them.

We pray for those with power over war or peace,
For wisdom, discernment and compassion
to guide their decisions.

Above all, we pray for all your precious children, 
at risk and in fear, that you would hold and 
protect them.

We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.

Amen.

-Justin Welby

One Great Hour of Sharing
This year’s One Great Hour of Sharing, which started March 6, 
following emergency action from the Session of PCPC, goes to the 
relief of Ukrainian Refugees. Gifts by check can be made out to PCPC 
and designated “Ukrainian Refugees” and mailed or dropped off to the 
Church office or in offering plates. You can also donate online through 
Palm Sunday. We have already raised over $120,000 and we are in awe 
of PCPC’s generosity to support our Ukrainian friends!

4 Dollars 4 Ukraine
The Justice Seekers of PCPC 
(4th & 5th graders) reviewed 
the initiatives through Matthew 
25 about helping those who 
are: thirsty, hungry, without 
clothing, in prison, strangers, 
and sick. They made the 
connection between what is 
happening in Poland with 
Ukrainian refugees and wanted 
to do something. The group 
decided to begin collecting 4 
Dollars 4 Ukraine through our 

Special Offering through PCPC. As of this printing, they have 
raised $39! Donations can be made at palmaceia.org/giving
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Get ready for VBS! We are 
on a roll with God and we 
want you to roll up to our 
VBS Food Truck Party! We 
invite all ages to pray as Jesus 
teaches us in Matthew 6:11 
— Give us this day our daily 
bread. These words serve as 
a reminder that everything 
we have comes from God. 
And yes, food trucks will be 

present for our celebration! Cost is $50/family, and financial 
assistance is available. Register online at palmaceia.org. 
Questions? Contact Allison Kelly: 
allison@palmaceia.org 

What Does VBS Look Like This Year?
By Allison Kelly
Give us this day our daily bread: These words serve as a 
reminder that everything we have comes from God — and 
that it’s by turning to God in prayer that all of our daily needs 
are met. 

Two years ago, the Children and Families Team quickly 
assembled a staycation Bible School for families to take home 
during the summer and experience at their own pace. We 
culminated the summer with a spaced-out celebration in our 
church parking lot. It was like bread for the journey, and it’s 
what we needed to remember God’s goodness and faithfulness 
heading into a new and uncertain school year. 

Last summer, more than 90 disciples gathered in family tribes 
as the sun set by the Sea of Galilee. In the courtyard, sanctuary, 
and fellowship hall, we encountered Jesus in transforming ways 
as first century Hebrews, remembering again how God led and 
sustained the people through the Passover meal and the manna 
in the dessert. Looking back, we see so clearly, God gave us just 
enough to go on to get to our next destination. 

These variations of VBS certainly were not what we are used 
to at Palma Ceia Presbyterian. VBS historically serves as a 
vibrant witness to a far-reaching community with a multitude 
of volunteers and children loved as God’s own during that holy 
and sacred first week of June. 

Much has changed in our world over the past few years. Much 
is different in the lives of our families and congregation, too. 
The increased need to work, the shifting of vacation rhythms, 
and the need to keep up with kids’ camp schedules makes 
it simply too complicated to participate and volunteer in 
the morning for five days. These shifts led the Children and 
Families Team to try to tap into the place where the energy 
and enthusiasm culminates for helping with VBS this year. 
Regardless of our kids’ camps, daycare, and most work 
schedules during the day, we found that the majority of our 
families can participate in an evening VBS for a short period of 
time. Although this schedule is not what we originally hoped 
for, nor does it top the multitude we had just a few years ago, 
the team is following where they believe God is leading us this 
year to strengthen consistency and safety for everyone. 

We trust God will do the improbable again and bring us new 
manna each day as we plan for VBS this year. We invite your 
participation, and we are certainly going to need your help 
with food prepping, getting our chefs’ supplies ready, and 
helping us get our dance moves on. This year’s theme, Food 
Truck Party, invites children, youth, and adults of all ages to 
get on a roll with God as a parade of food trucks rolls into 
our neighborhood! At the center of the Food Truck Party is a 
special food truck called “On a Roll.” Here, Kids (or “Chefs”) 
will learn from the food truck’s Top Chef, along with DJ 
Cupcake, about the Daily Specials (Daily Learnings), which are 
lines from the well-loved prayer of Matthew 6:11 that teaches 
us to turn to God to meet our daily needs: Give us this day our 
daily bread.

Cost is $50 per family   /   Register online here:
www.palmaceia.org/events/vbs-2022/

VBS at PCPC
June 7-9 (Tues.-Thurs.) 5:30-7:00 pm

For children, youth, and adults of all ages
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MusiCamp 2022
May 31-June 5 (Tuesday-Sunday) 
9am-4pm Tues-Fri
Sat., June 4: Dress rehearsal
Sun., June 4: Attendees will participate in the 11am worship service

MusiCamp this year is open to rising 2nd graders – rising 8th 
graders. Registration is $50 and is open now through the church 
office! The theme is Daniel’s Dangerous Dilemma. Questions? 
Please contact Nancy Callahan: Callahan@palmaceia.org

http://www.palmaceia.org/events/vbs-2022/


-Psalm 23:4

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff-- they comfort me.

Youth
PCPC youth are grateful to be back in our upstairs/indoors 
spaces this semester. As we travel alongside the church reading 
the Bible in a year, students are participating in a youth group 
challenge of their own! The more of the Bible they read, the 
more chances they will have to win great prizes (including the 
chance to spend extra time with Kenny and Kate!). We are 
looking forward to several more special events this semester, 
including our MESSY GAME NIGHT. Be on the lookout for 
our emails! 

Also be sure to put Youth Sunday on your calendar -- 
May 1st at the 11am service!

Looking ahead at the summer, we are excited to be returning 
to our Disciple Now Service Week for middle school students, 
and excited to add the “Serve Local Service Week” for our 
high school students! During these two weeks we will serve 
our neighbors in the Tampa Bay area at sites such as Feeding 
Tampa Bay, Metropolitan Ministries, A Brighter Community, 
and many more! In addition to our two service trips, we 
will be returning to the Blue Ridge Mountains for a week of 
community, outdoors adventures, and a lot of relationship 
building with each other and God. 

We are blessed to belong to a church that is so supportive of its 
young people! Thank you!

Youth Summer Weeks!
Disciple Now June 6-10 
9am - 4pm Monday - Thursday
9am - 2pm Friday
Cost: $100

Disciple Now Service Week is a 5-day trip that never leaves 
Tampa and is for rising 7th & 8th graders! Students meet each 
morning in the Youth Great Room where they participate in 
devotions and learn about God’s heart for service. The rest of 
the day is spent serving in various ministries throughout the 
Tampa Bay area. Service partners in the past include Beth-El 
Farmworkers Ministry, Feeding Tampa Bay, Metropolitan 
Ministries, and several others! Students can receive 20 service 
hours for full participation.

Serve Local July 18-22
9am - 4pm Monday - Thursday
9am - 2pm Friday
Cost: $100

High School Serve Local Service Week – July 18th-22nd, 
2022 for rising 9th -12th graders is a 5-day trip that never 
leaves Tampa! Mon-Thurs, 9am-4pm, Fri 9am-2pm. Students 
meet each morning for devotions; the rest of each day is spent 

serving in various ministries throughout Tampa Bay. Contact 
Pastor Kenny with questions -- ken@palmaceia.org. Sign-up 
forms are online here. Cost is $100 & students can receive 20 
service hours for full participation!

Signup links are on palmaceia.org/youth, or see Susan in the 
church office for a paper registration form.

Justice Seekers for 4th and 
5th graders
Meets the following Sundays:
April 3rd, 4-5:15pm 
April 24th, 4-5:15pm
May 1st, 3-5:30pm - Special End of Year Celebration Trip!

5th Grade Move UP! 
Sunday, May 15th at 10:00 am 
In the Great Room with Allison Kelly & Kenny Hubbell
5th graders, learn about Youth Ministries at PCPC!

Music & Movement
Wednesdays 5:00 – 5:30 pm 
Weekly on the Playground 
(enter through the courtyard gate) 
There will be no Music & Movement April 13

M&M is a class offered for children, infants through 3 years 
old. This time together includes songs, rhythmic rhymes, 
movement, and instrument play. Activities are informal, 
non-performance-oriented experiences—appropriate for 
children and easy for parents to come in and out. Led by 
Anna Shuford. 

Cedarkirk Day Camp at PCPC
July 18-22 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 
Cedarkirk counselors bring a little bit of Cedarkirk play to 
PCPC’s campus to provide children many different ways 
to explore the faith-based theme: What’s in a Name? Daily 
activities include games, arts and crafts, music, and traditional 
camp activities on site at PCPC, led by real Cedarkirk 
counselors! Open to children who have completed K-5th 
grade. Cost is is $150 per child and registration is online 
at cedarkirk.campbrainregistration.com. Questions? Please 
contact Allison Kelly: Allison@palmaceia.org

 PCPC Holy Week and Easter 2022 | 9



A five-year-old friend, having just leaned forward 
for the first time on his own, offered his head for 
a black cross to be marked upon it. He bounds 
back to the Prayground with arms up and head 
high, beaming for anyone nearby to feel the 
exclamation, “God Loves Me!” 

 The ministry of Jesus Christ sure is messy. 
It’s so very messy, it’s terribly unsettling, 
and it’s beautiful. Our Pastors say to our 
children every Sunday as we invite them to 
gather in the chancel area for the Children’s 
Message, “Worship is better when you are 
here.”  What does it mean when we say all 
are welcome and children are a blessing? 
What does it look like to love someone 
beyond our personal struggles to fully 
reflect God’s grace to and for them? 

We are realizing that Generation X and Millennial parents 
not just at Palma Ceia, but around the country, are using our 
Nursery less and less. More research across decades shows 
children and youth need to be part of a multi-generational 
worshiping community in order to become better lifelong 
disciples. Worship shouldn’t be designed just for adults, 
but also for children. We also know from research and our 
experience that children are more engaged, more attentive, and 
quieter in closer proximity to what is being said and sung. They 
really get the sense of the awe and wonder of worship.

 Even when opening the Nursery beginning in May 2021, 
most of our parents chose to keep their children very close, 
exposing them to the rhythms of connecting with other 
worshipers, experiencing the beautiful music, and hearing the 
prayers and creeds highlighted in the liturgy. We found being 
welcoming in the worship service also to be particularly helpful 
to visitors in less familiar territory. 

Children learn to worship by worshiping. One fully forms and 
develops one’s worship skills, behaviors, knowledge, and beliefs 
through exposure, modeling, practice, and experience. Without 
these, children cannot learn what to do in worship or what the 
full experience of the worship service can do for them (and us).

A young friend finds a large pillow and drags it 
to the front of the chancel, elbows positioned to 
firmly hold up her head, sinking the rest of her 
body as low as she can go into the softness, stares 
attentively at the pastor during the sermon not 
wanting to miss a single word.  

Unlike his disciples, who considered children a distraction, 
Jesus welcomed & blessed the children. (Matthew 10:13-15) 
From the gathering to benediction, we seek at PCPC to invite 
children to participate in worship in a variety of meaningful 
ways. As the people of God gather, children help greet, children 
bring forth the water and pour it in the font on baptism days. 
Children participate with the congregation to respond in the 

call to worship, sing, say we are sorry, hear 
we are forgiven, pray, and prepare to hear the 
first reading of God’s Word. 

A Prayground, sometimes referred to as 
Grace Space, is simply an option for the 
continuation of children’s participation with 
scripture throughout the worship service. 
Children continue their learning into a 
designated space to hear the second scripture 
reading and the Word proclaimed while 

engaging with materials that are familiar, inclusive, and flexible 
to respond in ways based on what they are hearing and feeling. 
The Prayground space is in the front of the sanctuary where 
worshipers (most often young children) experience worship 
through age-appropriate worship materials and tools that will 
help keep them engaged in scripture, music, and liturgy. 

Other churches around the world have discovered that:

• Children are more attentive and active in the service 
when they are in the front of the church and their bodies 
are free to be in motion.

• Offering a Prayground is a statement to the entire 
congregation that we are making physical and spiritual 
space for children and families.

• Praygrounds offer an opportunity for belonging and 
spiritual formation to begin at an early age.

You might be wondering and thinking, “I hear children in 
our service, but I don’t know what they are doing.” Children 
are engaged in a variety of methods because there are varying 
levels of ages and curiosities. In order to connect children with 
our Gathering Together Around God’s Word program this year, 
a different book of the bible is highlighted each Sunday in 
worship and on the Prayground. One Sunday you may find 
Leighton moving the wooden pieces around the table, putting 
the ten commandments in order in Exodus. You may find 
Katie creating an expression of love for those being ordained as 
Elders. You may find a friend lowering a baby doll into a bowl 
of water on baptism days or creating a card for a new baby 
on the day we read about Moses being sent down the river. 

A Prayground is a Grace Space
By Allison Kelly, Director of Children and Families

-John 13:1

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this 
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.
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You may find Micah swaying to the music or Noah building 
a wall out of foam after hearing a song from the choir about 
Joshua. You may find Emery experimenting with different 
anointing oils when hearing about David’s anointing. You may 
find Pierce rolling clay as he makes a pizza on Communion 
Sundays.  

We find that practicing hospitality by including children inside 
the worship space allows us to practice hospitality beyond the 
worship space with the least, the last, and the lost. It’s almost 
like we get to hold a living laboratory where we practice 
and, as Peter says, “Be hospitable to each other. (1 Peter 4:9) 
Hospitality includes us practicing our ability to focus while 
cell phones chime, sneezes and coughs echoe, high pitched 
hearing aids ring, speakers pop, street sirens streak, hymnals 
drop, doors latch, or air conditioning blows. God is aware 
of all the ways creatures and devices make noises, and God 
also knows how messy we are on the outside and inside, and 
loves us anyway. God calls us together to worship despite it 
all.  Without including children, the message we are sending 
is, “Worship is better when children are here …except for the 
important parts like reading scripture, preaching, or the holiest 
of hymns — and then worship is better for me when only 
certain types of distractions are not in the room.” Or, “Worship 
is better when children are here … only when they perform for 
the adults or observing from a distance.”

Despite the noises in worship from different sources, each 
week members share with me how grateful they are to have 
the children in worship. They linger longer, almost as if they 
were recalling when they were a child at play. “Maybe if we had 
had this when I was a parent or a child, I would have enjoyed 
coming to church more.”

Folks often express their surprise at how the children seem 
so “at home.” Worshipers often come forward just to look at 
the disheveled space as we are cleaning up, and are curious to 
catch a glimpse of what’s been going on during the service. As 
the adults walk by from taking communion, they stare in the 
direction of the Prayground. I believe they are all looking for 
something similar … glimpses and signs of God’s love, God’s 
grace, God’s resurrection, and Good News in a hurting and 

messy world. Seeing the children particularly allows us all to 
catch glimpses of how we are part of becoming tomorrow’s 
church today. Yes, worship is better when children are here.

Play Group on the Playground 
— open to ANYONE! 
Thursday, April 28th, 3:30-5pm

Let the children explore in a safe area outside while 
parents socialize. You don’t have to attend the Palma Ceia 
Presbyterian Preschool, and you don’t have to be a church 
member to come to this open play time. Friends are 
welcome, too! Come one, come all!

The playground is also open every Sunday morning from 
10:00 - 11:00.

Easter Sunday Resurrection 
Rock Hunt

April 17th on the Playground for Preschoolers
9:45 am – 10:45 am 

Kids, hunt for “Resurrection 
Rocks” on the Playground. 
Then, turn in your rocks for 
a treat bag. Older kids are 
invited to paint He Is Risen! on 
provided rocks in the courtyard.

All are invited to take home 
a rock and place around your 
neighborhood as a witness of 
God’s good news for the world.

“My kingdom is not from this world. If my 

kingdom were from this world, my followers 

would be fighting to keep me from being 

handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my 

kingdom is not from here.”

                                                       -John 18:36
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