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Preparation for Communion:  “Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming” Praetorius

Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper
Invitation
Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  Lead us 
not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  
Amen.

Communion
Music During Communion:  Come Now, O Prince of Peace  Geonyong Lee, Arr. Bankson

Lane Lederer, Oboe
Closing Prayer

Hymn #22:  Angels From The Realms Of Glory
Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o'er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation's story now proclaim Messiah's birth:
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king.
Shepherds, in the field abiding, watching o'er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing; yonder shines the infant light: 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king.
Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar;
seek the great Desire of nations; ye have seen his natal star: 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king.
All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son
Evermore your voices raising To the eternal Three in One: 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king.

Charge and Benediction

Benediction Response:  Rejoice, Rejoice Emmanuel Veni Emmanuel

Postlude:  Agincourt Hymn Dunstable

Traditional Service
The Second Sunday in Advent, December 5, 2021

Welcome to

The Advent wreath candles represent the One who said, “I am the light of the 
world,” and provide markers to Christmas.  With each week, the light of 

the wreath grows brighter as we journey towards celebrating the light of 
Christ in the world on Christmas.

Each candle has a theme: 
November 28th – Hope 
December 5th – Peace 
December 12th – Joy
December 19th – Love

Each candle invites us to reflect on where we have seen/heard/ 
experienced (hope, peace, joy, love) that day, or to quietly list people or 

places for who hope, peace, love and joy are needed. Lift up those people and places to God as a 
thanksgiving or as a prayer of intercession (prayer for the needs of others.)

Frederick Buechner wrote: "In the silence of a midwinter dusk, there is a sound so faint that for 
all you can tell it may be only the sound of the silence itself. You hold your breath to listen. You are 
aware of the beating of your heart. The extraordinary thing that is about to happen is matched only 
by the extraordinary moment just before it happens. Advent is the name of that moment." 

A Prayer at Advent:
Lord Jesus, it is you who we are waiting for this Advent. Help us prepare our lives to welcome you 
again. The light of the candle(s) shines bright in the darkness and reminds us that you are coming 
soon. May our hearts prepare you room. 

Come, Jesus Christ, our Savior— teach us your way, lead us to freedom, grow in our lives, open our 
minds, shine in our actions, rule in our hearts, lead us today, tomorrow, always. Come Lord Jesus. 
We are waiting and looking for you. Amen.



T H E  W O R D
Prayer for Illumination

Scripture Reading:  Malachi 3:1-4
1 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his 
temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight--indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2 But who can 
endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; 3 He 
will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, 
til they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the 
LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.

Children’s Message:  Children of all ages are invited to the chancel steps. As the children come forward the congregation 
can join in singing the 1st verse of hymn #25 “Away in a Manger,” and the 2nd verse as they leave. Following the Children’s 
message, children are invited to return to their families or enter the Prayground for the remainder of the service.

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, and stay by my side until morning is nigh.

Lighting of the Advent Candle:  Peace

Joyful Noise Choir (8:30):  "Tell It"        Cindy Berry        Accompanist: Pat Handly
Junior Choir (11:00):  “Angels We Have Heard On High”

Scripture Lesson:  Philippians 1:3-11
3 I thank my God every time I remember you, 4 Constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you,  
5 Because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 I am confident of this, that the one who began a good 
work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is right for me to think this way about all of 
you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God's grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the 
defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ 
Jesus. 9 And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10 To help you 
to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11 Having produced the harvest of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.

Mission Celebration

Prayer of Dedication and Offering 
Offertory:  “What Child Is This?”        Arr. Hopson.        Chancel Choir

Scripture Reading:  Luke 3:1-6
1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of 
Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2 during the high 
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all 
the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4 As it is written in the book 
of the words of the prophet Isaiah, "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight. 5 Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made 
straight, and the rough ways made smooth; 6 And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'"

Sermon John T. DeBevoise

G A T H E R I N G
Prelude:  Swiss Noel, with Variations Daquin

Chiming of the Hour and Welcome

Introit:  O Come, O Come  Emmanuel Arr. Parker/Shaw

Call to Worship: 
L: O come, O come, Emmanuel,
P: And be light for our darkness.
L: Be comfort in our grief,
P: Be a friend for our loneliness,
L: An oasis for our searching.
P: O come, O come, Emmanuel,
All: Restore our joy, heal our wounds, and bring us peace.

Invocation

Hymn #13:  Prepare The Way
Prepare the way, O Zion, Your Christ is drawing near!
Let every hill and valley A level way appear.
Greet One who comes in glory, Foretold in sacred story.
O blest is Christ that came In God’s most holy name.
Christ brings God’s rule, O Zion; He comes from heaven above.
His rule is peace and freedom, And justice, truth, and love.
Lift high your praise resounding, For grace and joy abounding. 
O blest is Christ that came In God’s most holy name.
Fling wide your gates, O Zion; Your Savior’s rule embrace.
And tidings of salvation Proclaim in every place.
All lands will bow rejoicing, Their adoration voicing. 
O blest is Christ that came In God’s most holy name.

Prayer of Confession:  God of the Prophets, from long ago you have been calling us to return to your way. But we are so slow 
Lord. We believe; help our unbelief. God of the future, you are coming in power to bring all nations under your rule. We confess 
that we seldom expect your Kingdom, and are reluctant to trust your power. God of Malachi, and John the Baptist, and Mary, 
forgive us our sins, and remind us of who we are, and whose we are. Prepare our hearts and minds to receive your presence. 
In the midst of the world’s darkness lead us back to you. Break forth with your light, that we might repent and receive the 
forgiveness you so graciously offer. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, (moments for silent prayer...) Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

Peace of Christ
L:  May the peace of Christ be with you.
P:  And also with you.
L:  In the pattern of the Risen Christ, let us verbally share the peace of Christ with one another.

(The congregation is invited to share the peace of Christ verbally with one another.)

Act of Praise, Hymn #8:  “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” (Verse 2)
Fling wide the portals of your heart; Make it a temple, set apart
From earthly use for heaven's employ, Adorned with prayer and love and joy.
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