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“There is no Holy One like the Lord, no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God.”
                                                                                                                                  -1 Samuel 2:2

One of the truths about giving thanks is that it is good for us. Thanksgiving is good for us. It brings out the best in us! 
God knows this. God wants us to live out of an attitude of gratitude.

Why? Why is it good for us to live out of gratitude? CS Lewis wrote that he could not figure out why God wants us to 
live out of gratitude, until he went to a concert, and after a powerful finish the audience broke into a rousing spontaneous 
applause. And the applause brought forward more music. And more music brought forward more applause! 

Or consider a grandmother smiling at her new grandbaby. Her smile elicits from the baby a smile!  And a smile elicits a 
squeal!  And her squeal elicits a giggle! And a hug! Which elicits a smile! Observe the spiraling effect of our thanksgiving 
to God which brings us into a greater intimacy with God! Grace, gratitude and intimacy lead us to thanksgiving or joy!

Why is it good for us to live out of gratitude? Thanksgiving and praise by their very nature reach out, draw in, 
encompass, and involve others. It draws us into community. Thanksgiving is not private. It arises out of relationship and 
further enhances and strengthens it. 

Prof. Patrick Miller, a Presbyterian Bible scholar, wrote: 
I would dare to say that there are few human acts that serve more to deepen relationships than the 
expression of thanks. Expressing thanks declares one’s gratitude and joy for what someone else has 
done. But it is not just self-expression. It has an effect on the receiver, too, who finds his or her own 
original act completed, enhanced, and carried further in hearing and receiving thanks-whether by 
word or by some responding gesture or activity that signals thanks. Whatever else may have gone on 
in the relationship between these persons, they are now drawn together in a positive bond of kindness 
and gratitude. And what we see happening in the human activity of benefiting act and grateful 
response identifies, if only partially, what takes place in the relationship between God and human 
beings in the movement that begins in the cry for help, and moves from God’s gracious response, to 
the praise and thanksgiving it evokes. Thanksgiving draws us into community with one another, and 
with God.

Why is Thanksgiving good for us? It opens up that chain of praise that leads to the whole universe praising God. 
It connects us with God’s purposes for all of God’s creation. Thus, whenever we praise the Lord, we participate in a 
developing chorus that shall, in the end, encompass all of heaven and earth, everything that has breath and everything 
that is, in the glorifying of God. 

It’s true, “We Gather Together To Ask The Lord’s Blessing,” but it’s also true that we are blessed and strengthened in God’s 
intentions for our lives when we give thanks. Thanksgiving brings out the best in us.

Pastor John

Bringing Out The Best In You! 
(Why Thanksgiving brings out the best in you!)
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Sunday, November 7: All Saints Sunday
8:30 & 11am: Traditional Services in Sanctuary
9am: Connection Service in Gym
10am: New Members Class
4pm: Tampa Oratorio Singers Present A Concert: 
“Sounds of Glory”
6pm: Vespers Service

Wednesday, November 10
5:15-6:15pm: Wednesday Night Dinner
Honoring Veterans with Yellow & White Ribbons
5-5:30pm: Music & Movement
5-5:45pm: Children’s Choir Rehearsals
6-7pm: Adult Handbell Choir Rehearsal
7-8:30pm: Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, November 14: Stewardship Commitment 
Sunday
Sandwiches & snacks served in Fellowship Hall with 
Outdoor Seating
Across the morning: Art Show displaying 
interpretations of answers to the question, “What 
does the church mean to you?”
8:30 & 11am: Traditional Services in Sanctuary
9am: Connection Service in Gym
6pm: Vespers Service

Wednesday, November 17
5:15-6:15pm: Wednesday Night Dinner
5-5:30pm: Music & Movement
5-5:45pm: Children’s Choir Rehearsals
6-7pm: Adult Handbell Choir Rehearsal
7-8:30pm: Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Saturday, November 21: Christ the King Sunday
Cedarkirk Family Retreat Weekend
8:30 & 11am: Traditional Services in Sanctuary
9am: Connection Service in Gym
6pm: Vespers Service

Wednesday, November 24
6pm: Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service with 
communion
No Wednesday Night Dinner and no choirs/children’s 
activities this evening

Sunday, November 28: 1st Sunday of Advent
8:30 & 11am: Traditional Services in Sanctuary
9am: Connection Service in Gym
6pm: Vespers Service

 WEDNESDAY DINNERS
Weekly during November, except Nov. 24 (Thanksgiving Eve)
All are invited to join in the fellowship and good food 
Wednesday. The meal is served in the Fellowship Hall 
from 5:15-6:15pm, with an outdoor seating option. No 
reservations are needed. The cost is $5.00 per adult, $3.00 
per child, or $15.00 for a family. The menu is added to 
palmaceia.org every Monday! Or, scan the round QR code 
on the back page of this newsletter.

NOVEMBER WORSHIP CALENDAR

Next New Member Class: 
Sunday, Nov. 7th at 10am
PCPC’s New Member Class is for anyone who has an 
interest in learning more about Palma Ceia Presbyterian 
and its ministries. Some people who attend this new 
member’s class have a desire to become members of 
PCPC, and decide to join at the end of the class. Others 
attend the class simply as part of their exploration toward 
learning more about the ministries that PCPC has to offer 
individuals and families. All are welcome in the Parlor next 
to the chapel, and we look forward to seeing you. Email 
receptionist@palmaceia.org if you have any questions or to 
let us know you plan to attend.

Cedarkirk Retreat Weekend
November 19-21, 2021
Our Cedarkirk Retreat this year is November 19-21. 
Imagining cooler temperatures, being outdoors out of 
confinement, and being able to be amongst family and 
friends seems like a holy refuge during this stressful time. 
This weekend at Cedarkirk is sure to be a sacred time and 
space we can look forward to.

This year, to ensure we are spaced out even more than 
usual, we have secured the Kirk Cabins and Hickory 
Cottage which are the newest and nicest accommodations 
at Cedarkirk. In fact, Kirk Cabins were built entirely by 
PCPC hands, hearts, and generous spirits. We will take 
over another Lodge if we have even more folks able to 
join us. The first to sign up will receive your choice of 
accommodations for your family. The registration link is on 
www.palmaceia.org.

As always, I’m happy to answer any questions or concerns 
about our time together. 

Grace and Peace,

Allison Kelly, Dir. Children and Families at PCPC
Allison@palmaceia.org



-Psalm 146:1-2

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul! I will praise the Lord as long as I 
live; I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 
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Children’s Choirs To 
Resume in November
THE JOYFUL NOISE CHOIR: Ages 4-6
Wednesdays, 5:00-5:45pm, in the Courtyard. Start Date 
for Fall 2021 is Wed. Nov. 3. 
Catherine Pereira, Kelly Slovinac- Directors. 
Pat Handly – Accompanist.

THE JUNIOR CHOIR: Grade 2 – Grade 5
Wednesdays, 5:00-5:45, in Sanctuary. Start Date for Fall 
2021 is Wed., Nov. 3. This year, we will start the season 
off with hand chimes rather than singing.
Nancy Callahan and Ashley Greenfield, Directors.

Music & Movement
Wednesdays 5:00 pm – 5:30 pm in CH 101 
(Godly Play Room)/Playground  
Weekly on Wednesdays – starting Nov. 3
M&M is a class offered for children, infants through 3 
years old. This time together includes songs, rhythmic 
rhymes, movement, and instrument play. Activities are 
informal, non-performance-oriented experiences—
appropriate for children and easy for parents and 
caregivers–regardless of their own musical ability. Per 
guidance from the American Academy of Pediatrics 
and CDC, masks are needed for all who enter into the 
preschool space for ages three and up. We also have the 
option of holding the session outside on the playground, 
should wearing masks not be possible. A parent or 
caregiver must be present.

Anna Shuford will be leading this class. Contact Allison 
Kelly allison@palmaceia.org or anna@palmaceia.org with 
any questions.

There will be NO CHOIR REHEARSALS or M&M:
Nov. 24th, Dec. 22nd, Dec. 29th

Music Notes....
The Tampa Oratorio Singers 
Present A Fall Concert:
“Sounds of Glory” at PCPC Sun., Nov. 7th at 4pm

Celebrate the return of live music with The Tampa 
Oratorio Singers at its “Sounds of Glory” concert on 
Sunday, November 7th at 4pm in the PCPC sanctuary.

TOS’ fall concert uses the theme of “Gloria” as a joyous 
expression of celebration. For centuries, the text, “Glory 
to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on 
earth” has inspired musicians to find new, creative ways to 
express their faith and joy through settings of this ancient 
theme.

TOS’ fall concert will feature famous “Gloria” choruses 
by Vivaldi, Haydn, Rutter and other composers, tracing 
the expression of this theme from the Renaissance to the 
modern day.

Professional soloists Todd Donovan, Susan Spatafora, 
Robyn Rocklein and John Kaneklides will be featured, 
along with orchestra.

All TOS singers, orchestra and soloists have been fully 
vaccinated. Audience members are asked to wear a 
mask during the performance.  Outdoor seating in the 
breezeway will be available.

Tickets can be purchased through the TOS website 
(tostampa.org); Ticket prices are $20 general admission; 
$15 for senior citizens; $5 for students.  Children 12 and 
under are admitted free of charge.

Save the Date!
The Living Nativity this year will be 

Sunday, December 5th, in the evening.



Welcome, Anna Shuford! 
New Assistant 
Program 
Director for 
Children
Anna Shuford comes to us 
with a B.A. degree in Christian 
Education from Presbyterian 
College. She has two years 
of extended play experience 
with Mt. Vernon Presbyterian 

School, a NAEYC accredited Preschool in Atlanta. Anna also 
has experience working with a variety of ages interning at 
Peachtree Presbyterian Church in Atlanta, served as Big Sister 
at Thornwell Home for Children in Clinton, SC, and served 
many summers as enrichment leader with at-risk kids at the 
Agape Youth and Family Center in Atlanta. Anna even has 
camp experience at Greystone in NC.

Anna will be working in a variety of ministries with us and will 
especially focus on ministries which include but are not limited 
to children regarding Worship Education, Third Grade Bible, 
Music and Movement, and oversee the Nursery and Young 
Children’s Ministries.

Anna enjoys cheering on the local sports teams and 
participating in any activity outside. She also enjoys spending 
time with family and friends. Anna is always on the move and 
is always looking for a new adventure.

Are You Ready to Cope with 
the Holidays This Year?
Sunday, November 14th at 5pm
The past year has been an especially difficult time for many 
people. The pandemic has caused anxiety and estrangement 
from friends and family, and if you have suffered a loss, 
navigating the upcoming holidays may seem especially 
daunting.

Your PCPC Congregational Care Committee is offering 
a presentation called Are You Ready to Cope with the 
Holidays This Year? led by Corinne Gaertner, M.S.W. and 
Bereavement Specialist with Lifepath Hospice. It is for all 
who may be experiencing grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or 
terminal illness, family crisis, or any other issue that might 
make it hard to enjoy the holidays.

The presentation will be at PCPC November 14th at 5pm in 
the Sanctuary, and will be recorded for those who are unable 
to or would prefer not to attend in person. Several days after 
the presentation, there will be an interactive Zoom question 
and answer session with Corinne.

Dates for the Zoom Q&A session will be announced soon. 
Stay tuned to this website for updates: 
https://palmaceia.org/events/coping-with-the-holidays. You 
can also go to that website to submit anonymous questions 
and/or suggested topics prior to the presentation. You can 
also submit questions or ideas by dropping them in the 
question box in the church office.
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Justice Seekers for 
4th-5th Graders
November Meeting Dates are Nov. 7 & Nov. 14
All fourth and fifth graders are invited to gather on Sundays 
from 4-5:15, usually at PCPC, for fellowship, friendship, 
and faith.

Justice Seekers is a club just for 4th and 5th graders to 
deepen faith. Our time together includes Fellowship 
(games), Christian Living (ways to live), Bible (scripture 
connections), arts (create), and acts of compassion (serving 
others). This is a great chance to become part of a mini 
youth group where you can love and be loved as God’s 
disciples.

Justice Seekers will break for December and return January 
9th!

Youth At PCPC 
Wednesdays:
6-7:30pm: Middle School Youth Group

7:30-8:45pm: High School Youth Group

Sundays:
10-10:45am: Formation X for middle schoolers on Zoom 
ONLY

Mondays:
7:30pm: High School Bible Study, now called “Talking 
PTS” meets in a hybrid fashion — in the Youth Room or 
on Zoom.

In “Talking PTS” or “Talking Points,” the PTS stands for 
Philosophy, Theology, and Scripture. We will teach on those 
three topics in a rotation format on Monday nights for high 
schoolers. 

To be sure you’re on the email list, email Youth Chaplain 
Kenny Hubbell: Ken@palmaceia.org
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-Matthew 6:34

“So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. 
Today’s trouble is enough for today.”

Adult Faith Formation
Race & Faith Movie Group: Criminal Justice
Meets Nov. 18, 7-8:30pm on Zoom

Join us as we explore the history and legacy of race relations 
in America as they relate to criminal justice through film. This 
will be a chance to hear from voices and experiences different 
from our own, reflect on our own roles, and consider a 
faithful response. The film details are listed below, and the film 
should be watched before the discussion—it won’t be shown 
during the meeting. To get on the email list, please email 
marybethhunt59@gmail.com.

Movie for Nov. 18: Broken on All Sides: Race, Mass Incarceration 
and New Visions for Criminal Justice in the US.
and
Racially Charged: America’s Misdemeanor Problem, led by Mary 
Beth Hunt

The Other Lectionary Texts: The Rest of the Story
Sundays, October 24 through November 21, 8am on Zoom

Led by Rev. Bill Hull. Churches that follow the Revised 
Common Lectionary often place the focus on the New 
Testament Gospel text. However, the Lectionary includes a 
number of other readings, New Testament and Old Testament, 
each week that help enhance the other passages. This five week 
class will study these alternative texts and explore how each 
stands on their own as well as speaks to the larger theme of 
the lectionary journey for that week. Come join us as we seek 
to understand how each scripture is unique and yet part of a 
greater whole. Email will@palmaceia.org to get on the email 
list.

Truth in the Bible and Media: Being Faithful in a 
Post-Truth World
Sundays, October 24 through November 14, 10:05am on Zoom

 Led by Mary Beth Hunt. The Bible tells us, “The truth will 
set you free,” but what is true? Half of all Americans admit to 
sharing made-up news online. Most didn’t know it was fake 
when they shared it. In this class, we will discuss the concept of 
truth as seen in the Old and New Testaments and explore how 
this impacts how we are called to live out our faith today. We 
will also learn how to evaluate information sources and become 
discerning consumers and sharers of online media messages 
(online news and other websites, social media posts, forwarded 
emails, etc.) Email will@palmaceia.org to get on the email list.

Christ the King
Sunday, November 21, 10:05am on Zoom

Why do we celebrate Christ the King Sunday at the end of 
each Church calendar year?  When did this practice begin? 

As we look forward into Advent, the arrival of Christmas 
and Epiphany, how is the observance of this Sunday valuable 
in our walk with Christ. What definition and meaning do 
the scriptures offer us as we consider Kingship, authority, 
sovereignty, and power. This single Sunday class led by the 
Lectionary Podcast team will explore these questions and how 
the celebration of Christ as King returns us back to the central 
question asked by Jesus in Mark 8:29, “But who do you say 
that I am?”

Wednesday Theology Book Group
Meets Wednesdays, 12pm -1pm on Zoom

This weekly discussion group reads through a variety of 
theological and religious books picked out by the members. 
On October 27th, we began Against the Wind by Dorothee 
Solle. For more information and to get the Zoom link, email 
will@palmaceia.org

Faith and Fiction
If you love to read and discuss books, consider joining the 
PCPC Faith and Fiction book group. The group reads a wide 
range of fiction and (occasionally) non-fiction books, looking 
for evidence of faith in the lives of the characters. The group 
meets monthly on the third Tuesday at 7:30pm on Zoom. For 
the Zoom link or with any questions, email Charlene Tobie: 
ctobie@tampabay.rr.com

November 16 - The Secret River by Kate Grenville

December 21 - The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett

Women’s Sunday Evening
Bible Study
Meets November 14 & 28
Women of all ages are invited to join together in discussing the 
lectionary readings for the day. This study usually gathers every 
other Sunday at 7pm on Zoom for fellowship, prayer, and 
conversation on the lectionary text for the day. If you’d like
to be placed on the study email list, contact Pastor Nicole 
nicole@palmaceia.org.

Tie That Binds
Come join us to knit or crochet baby caps for the preemies at 
Tampa General Hospital. We meet Tuesdays from 3-4:30pm 
and no experience is required.  We’ll teach you! For now (Fall 
2021), meeting locations are in flux, so please contact Kerry 
Powers (813-784-7883) or Nancy Nelson (813-240-0244) for 
the latest details!



6 | www.palmaceia.org

Interfaith Refugee 
Thanksgiving Food Drive
This year we are collecting items to make Thanksgiving 
baskets to present to newly arrived refugee families. This is 
a great way to welcome new refugee families to the Tampa 
Bay area.

You can drop off donations in the church office Monday 
through Friday, 9-5pm.  

We are asking for donations of:
• Jasmine Rice
• Vegetable/Canola Oil
• Beans
• Laundry Baskets
• Loose Leaf Green Tea
• Flour
• Lentils
• $20 Walmart Gift Cards

If you seek more information or other ways to get involved 
with Tampa Bay refugees, please contact Will Wellman: 
Will@palamceia.org.

Beth-El Food Drive
PCPC is collecting the following items for Beth-
El Farmworker Ministry throughout the month of 
November:
Items may be dropped off in the Church Office Mon-
Friday 9-5.

Beth-El Farmworker Ministry provide a bag of food for an 
average of 500-550 families each week.

• Canned fruits and 
vegetables

• Funds to purchase fresh 
produce

• Maseca Corn Tortilla 
Mix

• Gift Cards ($20 or more) 
to Walmart, Publix, 
Wawa, or gas food cards

• Cereal
• Flour
• Rice
• Pasta
• Beans (dried or canned)
• Canned processed meat 

(in small cans for lunch 
in the fields)

• Baby Food
• Bottled Water

• Mac & Cheese Mix
• Applesauce
• Granola Bars
• Pancake Mix
• Peanut Butter
• Evaporated Milk
• Powdered Milk
• Spaghetti Sauce
• All Purpose Flour
• Bread
• Crackers
• Clorox
• Bar Soap
• Toilet Paper
• Paper Towels
• Disinfecting Wipes
• Baby Diapers size 4&5
• Baby Wipes

Tips From Finance For Year-End 
Contributions
Question? Contact Angie Montes in the Finance Office: 
finance@palmaceia.org 

PLEDGE PAYMENTS
If you elect to prepay some or all of your 2022 pledge before the end 
of this 2021 year, PLEASE memo the check “2022 Pledge” or use 
“2022 General Fund” for online giving to insure that your gift is 
applied correctly.

GIFTS OF STOCK
If you plan to donate stock towards your 2021 or 2022 pledge and 
you want it applied during this 2021 year, PLEASE begin the process 
before December 15, 2021.

Contact Angie Montes in the finance office for stock transfer 
information.

To Our Faithful Pledgers!
Now that we are into the 2022 pledge season, a tip to those of 
you who have set up recurring online payments for your 2021 
pledge. Please make sure your current set-up frequency is not 
“ongoing” but has an end date or total amount or total number 
of payments. There will be a new box appearing on the online 
giving form to set-up your 2022 payments, but your gifts to the 
2021 General Fund will not stop if they are “ongoing.” You can 
see your set-up and make any changes by clicking the link in your 
emailed receipt. 

Stewardship 
Season Is 
Upon Us!

Stewardship season is a time when we thank God for the Ark 
of the church and commit again to being a part of PCPC’s 
crew. If you have already pledged, THANK YOU for your 
support. 

If you have not pledged yet, we encourage 
you to do so by Commitment Sunday, 
November 14th. You can scan the QR code, 
go to palmaceia.org/pledge, pick up a pledge 
form from the office, or email your pledge 
form to the office. For assistance, please 
contact Angie Montes, PCPC’s Bookkeeper 
at finance@palmaceia.org. 

Thank you for taking the time to consider being a part 
of what God has called us to do together.
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-Hebrews 10:23

Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, 
for he who has promised is faithful. 

A Prayer of Thanksgiving
From Rev. John DeBevoise

Lord God, our maker, as you feed the birds of the air and clothe the flowers of the field, so you nurture and build us up 
by your steadfast love. You have promised that you will provide. So this day of gratitude, we come before you with songs 
of thanksgiving.

When our hearts are filled with joy O Lord, we praise your name. When our hearts know grief or pain, then send your 
Spirit to praise to nurture hope and praise your name within us.

We thank you for the faith of others before us, even in the midst of struggle and hardship. May we be good stewards of 
their faith past down from generation to generation.

We thank you for the abundance of your creation. May we be faithful stewards of your earth that others may also know of 
your abundant blessings. Even as we may be blessed with abundance we lift up those who know profound need, and those 
contending with the aftermath of natural disaster.

We thank you for giving us a spirit of freedom and leading us toward gratitude. On this day we pray for those who are 
serving on our behalf, away from their homes and loved ones. Keep them safe, and use them as instruments of your 
justice and mercy wherever they serve. May we be good stewards of the gift of freedom. Help those who suffer because 
of tyranny and oppression, wherever they may live. Make our own characters strong that we might be witnesses of your 
values and purposes in this world.

In a world full of disorder, we thank you when we are able to raise our families in peace and plenty. Make us faithful 
stewards to families who know only poverty and disease. Forgive us when we think we love our children more than other 
people love their children just because they are in some custom or circumstance different than us. Merciful God, hear 
the prayers of the hungry, and prompt us and use us as instruments of your compassion. Bless the sick and the burdened 
with your help and healing. Comfort the grieving and bring home the lost. Help those amongst contending with the 
consequences of hate, or violence, or neglect, and use us as instruments of that help.

We pray for your blessing on Thanksgiving meals, for your blessing on this food to serve our bodies, and for your 
blessing on the conversations, laughter, and fellowship that surround it. We pray for your blessing on those we love, but 
from whom we are separated. Hold us together in the bonds of Christ’s love. We pray for your blessing on the homes 
represented at this meal, and on those who may eat alone. Send the presence of your Spirit to be with them.

But we thank you most of all for the coming of Jesus Christ into human earthly existence….for his willingness to serve 
and die that we might know life…for the good news and hope of the resurrection...for his love and acceptance of us even 
though we live in sin and arrogance. Open our hearts to receive him at his coming. Make us good stewards of that gift of 
grace we can neither earn nor deserve, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior,

Who taught us to pray together….
“Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name,

Thy Kingdom Come, Thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.”

May God fill our hearts with gratitude, and may the gratitude find expression in prayer. 

Happy Thanksgiving!
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INTRODUCTION TO BIBLE BLITZ
SUNDAY, NOV 7TH, 10-10:50 AM 

Third graders and parents, participate in getting to know 
your Bibles – 4th or 5th graders also welcome! Join us on 
Zoom or in person, spaced out in the Fellowship Hall. 

Email Allison@palmaceia.org for the Zoom link to join.

THE BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS


