Summer 2019

Upcoming Events
Going Beyond with a VBS Outreach Project
During the week of VBS, June 3-7
We will be going beyond our amazing VBS by adding an outreach
project as a response to the powerful stories we will experience during
the week. Our fifth graders are asking families to bring in food items
relating to 68 Hours of Hunger Program. This program provides
sustenance for children and their families over the weekend that school
meals are not provided. Our 5th graders lead the project during the
week by making announcements at VBS, organizing the collection, and
delivering the food items the our local food pantry following VBS.
Please bring items to the gym during the week of VBS:
•
•
•
•
•
•

5 oz Cans of Tuna (any type)
10.75 oz Chicken Noodle Condensed Soup
15 oz Canned Meat/Pasta (Beef-a-Roni, Spaghettios, or the like)
1 Box of Six Protein Snack Bars
16 oz Peanut Butter (plastic jars)
16-20 oz Jelly (plastic jars, any flavor)

Children and Families “Summer on the Go” Faith Formation
An Illustrated Earth: Celebrating God’s Creation is an 11-week
curriculum that focuses on Bible stories that celebrate water, plants,
food, and animals. It is designed to draw children ages preschool to
fifth grade and their families into conversation with biblical stories that
relate to these elements of God’s creation.
Each family lesson highlights a particular biblical story and provides
opportunities to focus on hearing and reflecting on the story with openended questions, creating meaningful art, sharing in an interactive
activity based on the story, and providing an opportunity to share God’s
love. Each story is paraphrased for you to provide a more child-friendly
encounter with scripture, and gives you sample questions and a prayer
to do together as a family. These devotions are meant to be easy ways
to engage with scripture and talk with your children about faith. It is
divided into these three modules: Water Stories (Genesis, Exodus,
Matthew, and Mark), Plant and Food Stories (from Exodus, Mark,
Leviticus, and Mark), and Animal Stories (from Genesis, Numbers,
Jonah, and Luke).
Sign up to receive weekly emails linking you to the family
lessons through Nancy Creedon at NancyC@palmaceia.org
or go to our church website under Children’s Ministry. If you
would like a printed version of all the lessons, please look
for a few printed copies in the Narthex, Fellowship Hall,
Gym, or Church Office.

Produce On Wheels (POW!)
Children and Families Volunteer Opportunities - June 15
and July 20th
Join with other families at Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church on a
Saturday this summer to deliver a special fresh bag of produce to area
recipients. A driver and children of any age may arrive at the central
office at 8:45 am to hear a little about Meals on Wheels, pick up your
prepackaged bags of vegetables, grab a route sheet with turn by turn
directions, and off you go! The produce delivery takes 60-90 minutes
and delivers to 10-15 homes in an area you choose. After your last
home, you have completed your route without needing to return to the
central office. You may sign up to choose a neighborhood on the Meals
on Wheels website and fill out an online volunteer form by clicking
https://mowtampa.volunteerhub.com/
Summer Faith Formation Class for Adults
Voices of Renewal: A Summer Bible Study on the Prophets
Sundays at 10:05am June 9-Aug 25, Eastminster 307/308
Will Wellman, Sara Mickelson, and Don Upton will lead discussion on
various Old Testament prophets including Elijah, Elisha, Amos, Hosea,
Isaiah, and Jeremiah. The class will be following the Old Testament
lectionary readings for this summer. Come learn about the prophets of
Israel’s past—folks unwavering in their commitment to God’s will and
dedication to renewing the spirit and life of Israel. All are welcome to
drop in on whatever Sundays you are in town throughout the summer!
Attention Rays Baseball Fans
Sign-up Deadline: May 31
The Presbytery of Tampa Bay is having a
Group Day with the Rays! Come join your
fellow Presbyterians to see the Rays take on the Los Angeles Angels
on Saturday, June 15, 1:10 pm start time. Seats will be along the 3rd
baseline in the lower reserved section. Tickets prices are $30/person
($60 value), and includes a Rays Hat. First 15,000 fans also get a
short-sleeved hoodie shirt. There is a post game Faith event as well,
with player testimonials. As a mission, you may also wish to consider
purchasing an extra ticket or two for donation to Beth-El Mission
in Wimauma. PLEASE DESIGNATE (to donate) on your order form
if you choose to do this. Order forms available in the church office.
DEADLINE: Please bring your order form & payment to the
church office by Friday, May 31st.
QUESTIONS? Email Nancy Creedon: nancyc@palmaceia.org
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Preschool “Hop”penings
By Serina Kirkland

The Spring season is in full swing here at the preschool. Students
spent the first part of April celebrating National Poetry Month with
a burst of literacy, and ramping up for Holy Week with song and
prayer. They welcomed the observance of Palm Sunday by walking
with branches through the chapel and listening to a Godly Play story.
Palm branches and purple robes were supplied in classrooms so
that the children could reenact the entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem.
In the three’s classes they used toy donkeys to shuttle Jesus to
Jerusalem, which was built out of wooden blocks and rocks. They
lined his path with palm leaves and described what they knew of his
journey. Teachers throughout the school were able to observe children
building upon their own understanding of faith. These discoveries and
connections to the Christian faith are part of our mission here at the
preschool.
While the church was hopping with the observance of Easter, the
preschool welcomed some musical guests. Our classrooms were
visited by two professional musicians, Mr. Gene and Ms. Alli. First
was Mr. Gene, a talented multi-instrumentalist, who introduced the
children to the music of Sergei Prokofiev’s Peter and The Wolf. Mr.
Gene played each instrument for the children as he told the story of
Peter (the violin) and his encounters with a wolf (the French horn).
After the show the children enjoyed the ability to interact with Mr.
Gene’s instruments, which included pressing the keys on the flute and
carefully strumming the strings of the guitar.
Next, we were visited by Allisongs. Ms. Allie is a musical instructor
right here in our own community who holds developmentally
appropriate interactive music classes for kids and toddlers. It was
a fully encompassing musical experience where children explored
rhythmic rhyming, the use of shakers, while moving and singing along
to some of their favorite tunes.

Making music—especially if it includes tapping, clapping, bouncing,
and dancing—can develop fine and large motor control. Even
simple games, songs, and back-and-forth play build brain and
body coordination. Music can also assist children with language
development as they share several foundational similarities. Both
require an ability to listen and understand. Music is read the same
as language, from left to right and top down. Language development
requires the ability to remember words and sounds long enough
to gather meaning, and music development requires the ability to
remember tunes and songs in order to play or sing them. Music can
also help create community and a sense of belonging. Children learn
the languages and accents they hear at home; they absorb the songs
and stories of their community, and along with them, their beliefs and
values. Next time your little one is singing the chorus of All Things
Bright and Beautiful for the umpteenth time, sing it with them!
As we step into the month of May we begin the wind down to the
end of school. At this time teachers are diligently working to prepare
children for what’s next. Some children will be moving into new
classrooms here, some will be going on to new schools, and some
will simply be visiting new places. On the front side, teachers are
completing parent-teacher conferences— avidly listening to parents
and offering support. We are making Mother’s Day gifts and beginning
our final provocations and projects for the year, while still welcoming
special guests like Zo, our African story teller. On the backside we are
starting to deep-clean our classrooms and organize materials as we
prepare for end of the year celebrations and goodbyes. Our end of the
year block party is on May 22nd from 2:30-5:30 p.m. in the courtyard
and is open to all preschool families. Hope to see you there!

“Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD;
let us shout aloud to the Rock of our
salvation.”

Live music—and the human interaction that accompanies it—is one
of the most intense, multi-sensory, and physically involving activities
in which young children and their caregivers can engage together.

- Psalm 95:1

Summer Volleyball Clinics
Grades 2nd – 8th completed will receive skills training with coaches John McClung and Justeen Coulson. The cost is $100.00 for
each weekly clinic held in the PCPC Gym. Elementary students (2nd-5th grade)
• June: 9th-12th

• June 23rd-26th

• June 16th-19th

• July 28th-31st

• August 4th-7th

Elementary students (2nd-5th grade)

Middle school students (6th-8th grade)

• Sundays: 2:30 to 4:00 pm

• Sundays: 4:00 to 5:30 pm

• Weekdays: 5:00 to 6:30 pm

• Weekdays: 6:30 to 8:00 pm

Register at https://www.palmaceia.org/volleyball-summer/

Steeple News
An Interfaith Community Event
by Dr. Sylvia Campbell
Understanding that, as God’s people, we have the responsibility
of protecting the earth and all creatures who live within it, PCPC
has established a subcommittee on Creation and Environmental
Stewardship. The goal of the subcommittee is to act in ways to bring
faith communities together to work towards being responsible stewards
of creation, by educating, inspiring, and ultimately producing action.
At this critical time for the
environment, where each day
more destruction occurs not
only in our local community
but around the world, it is felt
that, by working together, more
can be accomplished.
On April 25, 2019, almost
700 people gathered at Tampa Theatre for An Interfaith Community
Event. Sponsored by PCPC, with co-sponsors Congregation Schaarai
Zedek, Bayshore Baptist Church, Hyde Park United Methodist Church,
and 34th Street Church of God, The Florida Wildlife Corridor’s latest
documentary, “The Last Green Thread,” was shown. This was followed
by a panel discussion featuring U.S. Rep. Kathy Castor, representatives
of The Florida Wildlife Corridor, the head of the Tampa Bay Estuary
Program, and Rev. Will Wellman, ending with a question and answer
period.
The overwhelmingly
positive response
to the event, with
over 32% response
rate to a subsequent
survey, showed
the desire of our
community to move
forward in a positive
way, working
together to be stewards of the earth. 94% of those responding stated
they would attend a subsequent event, and multiple suggestions for
actions were submitted.
As a result of the positive
response, the subcommittee
plans to continue to help
PCPC serve as a community
leader in environmental
stewardship. By helping to
develop concrete actions
steps, as well as educate
about local and state
programs in existence, we
hope to bring the community
together to work toward this
goal of protecting this earth.

Can you help us get through the Summer Slump?
Over the slow summer months we usually need to use savings to help
cover our cash flow. If you normally wait until the end of the year to pay
your pledge, would you consider paying some of it before you leave on
your summer vacation? We wish you safe and happy travels!
Tampa Tarpons Baseball Tickets
Do you love baseball? PCPC has been gifted with a season (MayAugust) of Front Row Club Box seating, to the Tampa Tarpons at
Steinbrenner Field. The minor league Yankees team games are where
you can see tomorrow’s stars today! https://www.milb.com/tampa.
These box seats are located right between the catcher & the home
team. Each game has 4 tickets, which makes for a fun family outing,
or a great night out for couples/friends! Tickets will be on the work
counter in the office. First come, first serve.
Fifth Grade Move UP
Fifth Grade Move UP orientation to youth group was held on May 5th.
It was a chance for the rising 6th graders and parents to get a glimpse
of what they will experience when they arrive in August to join other
middle schoolers. By God’s grace, we have a full and hearty group
of disciples headed up! Another chance for sixth Graders and
parents to Move UP and Pray UP will be on Sunday, August
11th in the Youth Room 2nd Floor Westminster.

Children’s Faith Formation explored being “At
Home with God during the year. Their themes
included Jesus’ family, what it means to be family,
different kinds of family, friends as family, healing
families, wisdom of family, and experiencing
Advent and Lent as a family. More than 100 unique
children attended Faith and Fellowship Hour this
past year! We are very grateful to the many leaders
who helped our children become disciples in God’s
love through Faith and Fellowship Hour.
Green Weeks: July 1-27 During the statistically hottest weeks
all year, we try to reduce programming across the campus. We
are ecologically green by intentionally using much less power in
air conditioning and lights. This will be the 8th year we have done
this. It allows us to save about $7,000/year which we have been
able to put towards programming and missions.
However, we power up the A/C for Sundays!!!

PCPC’s 4th & 5th grade “Justice Seekers”
volunteered at the Interfaith Event. Pictured
with U.S. Rep. Kathy Castor & leaders Allison
Kelly & Kelly McCord.

For the Earth is the Lord’s and all it contains”
-1 Corinthians 10:26

Pentecost Offering

Summer Camp Scholarships
Collected during the month of May
Did you go to summer camp as a youngster? Does the thought of it
bring back warm memories and a smile? For most of us, it does.

environment; experience God’s Word in action from counselors and
others who care about them; and just plain have fun.

BUT, many young people in our community will not be able to attend
summer camp. In fact, for many, summer is the worst time of year.
Besides being so hot, children are confined in an often-hostile
environment, where food may be in short supply and they must work
harder than during the school year. They feel trapped in a cycle of
poverty, hopelessness and often violence.

Pentecost recalls God’s gift of the Holy Spirit to believers. What better
way to “pay it forward” than to offer young people a chance to know
God through a week in God’s great outdoors, learning about and
sharing His love with people who know Him and care for these youth
who so often feel uncared for.

PCPC’s Pentecost offering is designed to provide young people in FED
and our church, at the Beth El Farmworkers Mission, and with Tampa
Urban Young Life a week of summer camp at Cedarkirk or Southwind.
Many of those who go will never have left the constraints and confines
of their own neighborhood. Camp will widen their horizons; allow
them to enjoy God’s wonderful creation outdoors in an entirely new

The average camp cost in our areas of support is $500. Please
consider making a donation through the Pentecost Offering
to provide the life-changing gift of a week at camp for a
needy young person this summer. You can find envelopes
in the pews at church or donate online at palmaceia.org/
giving. Then, pray the Holy Spirit will be especially present to that
young person during their special summer experience so that they
might come to know Christ and His love for them.

Backpack & School Supplies Drive

•
•
•
•
•
•

July 1-31, 2019
Please help children in our FED program and in the Beth-El Farmworker Community
be prepared for school.
We are collecting:
• Colored pencils
Backpacks
Sets of four 3-prong folders with pockets (red, • Tissue packs
yellow, green, blue)
• Erasers
Three-ring binder with pockets
• Highlighters
Washable markers
• 5-subject notebooks
Hand sanitizer
• Pencil pouches
Loose leaf paper
• Pens & pencils
Drop-off bins in Office, Narthex, Fellowship Hall, Gym

Bikes For Refugees: THANK YOU!
Refugees are indeed rising two wheels at a time! Thanks to the PCPC family, the Tampa Refugee Bike Project has met a significant, practical need,
aiding families to get a foot up in employment, shopping and school functions.
Since our winter launch, you all have generously provided: 25 bicycles • 11 locks • 8 helmets • 2 child seats • 2 child helmets
We still have donated funds to serve those families that go to Well Built Bikes to learn to repair their equipment, get parts & equipment at a
nominal price, and continue their education on bike care. Well Built Bikes is a non for profit that is collaborating with us in the Tampa Refugee
project.
You are a community working to follow Jesus’ lead in serving those in need, wherever you see the need. Thank you.
If you wish to donate at some time in the future, feel free to contact Sally Speer at sallycspeer@gmail.com

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.

-Romans 8:14
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