
 

 INSTRUCTIONS
For each service you attend, fill out your book with the sticker for the day.  If 
you get all the stickers, your name will be printed in the bulletin and mentioned 
during church.  In the rest of the booklet, there’s more information about each 
of the days listed, as well activities to help you in worship on these important 
days.

Palm/Passion Sunday 

April 9 
8:30, 9, & 11a.m.

Maundy Thursday 

April 13 
8:00 a.m., 12:15 & 6:30 p.m.

Symbols of Easter

The Easter lily is a symbol of the 
resurrection.  Lilies grow from a bulb 
planted in the ground.  Through most 
of the year the bulb is dormant 
(asleep), but around Easter it comes 
to life again.  The Easter Lily is also 
white, the liturgical color for Easter.

In Christianity, the butterfly is a 
symbol of the resurrection of 
Christ as well as the resurrection 
of believers.  The caterpillar 
disappears into a cocoon, which is 
like the tomb Christ lay in after the 
crucifixion.  The caterpillar gives up 
life crawling on the ground and 
receives new life soaring in the air. 

Baby animals are also symbols of Easter, since many are born around 
this time.  In particular, baby chicks show us how life can break out of 
something that seems dead. 

Draw a picture of your favorite baby animal:



 

Good Friday 

April 14 
8:00 a.m., 12:15 & 6:30 p.m.

Easter Sunday 

April 16 
8:30, 9, &11 a.m.

Holy Saturday 

April 15 
Choose a community service to 
attend or share in a family 
devotional together.

WORD MATCHING 
Match the word on the left with the correct definition on the right. 

  
                  Crucify  The story of Jesus’ life and teachings found in 
    the first four books of the New Testament 
  
                               Gospel  An object that stands for or points to  
    something else 
                              
           Somber  To put to death 
        
                  Adornment  The story of Jesus’ arrest, trial, and death 
                    
    Communion  Decoration 
               
 Commandment A calendar based on the moon 

            Symbol  Lord’s Supper 
     
  Lunar Calendar Relating to Worship 

    Passion Story Serious 
                                                   
         Liturgical   A divine rule   
                 



 Easter Sunday - April 16th  
The date of Easter is based on the lunar calendar (moon calendar), 
which means the actual date moves around.  It can be either in 
March or April.  Easter is held the first Sunday after the full moon 
that occurs on or soonest after March 21st.  This year, the full 
moon will be April 11th.

Palm Sunday 
Z J R A V T C E G H X S M M Y 
E Y O Q Q H Q C E O U E Y K C 
U A H M Y S V H O S M H A N J 
B N J Z W R M G M A E C T P F 
D I S C I P L E S N L N X U D 
Z Y X I S U S E J N A A Z I S 
V R T G H M Z T I A S R X R G 
T N A H P M U I R T U B R W B 
R D U J C S A L L U R D S H U 
Z C O O B H K C B E E E W S O 
G D O N B V N A I R J O S V X 
Z P C S K T U K O E L B M U H 
M T C Q O E T Y Y L C R O W D 
J A X T Z M Y Y R J C X H E L 
I E Y B D K Y H Q G P F S U Y 

BRANCHES
CLOAKS
CROWD
DISCIPLES
DONKEY
HOSANNA
HUMBLE
JERUSALEM
JESUS
TRIUMPHANT
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Palm/Passion Sunday - April 9th 
Palm/Passion Sunday is the final Sunday of Lent, the beginning of Holy Week, and it 
reminds us of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, days before he was crucified.  It is 
traditionally known as Palm Sunday because we often wave palm fronds during 
worship.  In the Gospels, Jesus entered Jerusalem riding a donkey to the cheers of the 
townspeople who laid clothes or palms in front of him to show how happy they were 
that he came.  This was a typical practice to show respect for important people. 

What happens during this service? At the beginning of the service, children 
process (walk down the aisle) through the church waving palm branches.  The word 
people shouted when Jesus rode by was “hosanna,” so it is a word said or sung on this 

day. Hosanna means 
“save us, we pray.” 
Many churches have 
begun to combine Palm 
Sunday with a reading 
of the passion story 
(story of Jesus’ death).  
The story is important 
to our understanding 
of the story of Jesus’ 
resurrection and the 
Good News of Easter.
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Holy Saturday 
This is the day we wait.  On Good Friday, after 
Jesus died, his body was taken down from the 
cross.  Joseph of Arimathea wrapped Jesus’ 
body in a linen cloth and laid it in a tomb.  The 
tomb had been carved into solid rock, and a 
heavy stone was rolled in front.  Saturday is the 
Jewish day of Sabbath, so all of Jesus’ followers rested according to the 
commandment.

Is there a service? 
Catholic, Lutheran and Episcopal churches hold a service on this night, called 
Easter Vigil.  In the ancient church, this service was held from sundown to 
sunrise.  It was the one night a year when new Christians would be baptized 
after a year (or two!) of preparation.   

This is also the day that the Light of 
Christ is brought back into the 
sanctuary, often lit from an Easter 
fire outside the church.  The service 
of Easter Vigil has not usually been 
celebrated in Presbyterian Churches.  
If your family attends a Holy 
Saturday service bring one of your 
pastors a bulletin and we’ll give you a 
sticker!  Your family may also 
choose to do a family devotional at 
home.
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What do you think Jesus’ table looked like as he ate with his friends?  
Draw a picture.



 

Good Friday 
This is the day Jesus died.  After celebrating the Passover 
with his disciples on Maundy Thursday, Jesus goes to the 
Garden of Gethsemane to pray.  While he was there, he 
was arrested.  He was then questioned and sentenced to 
death.  He was hung on a cross along with two criminals.  
During his last three hours on the cross, from noon to 3 
p.m., darkness fell on the whole land.  It was very sad.

What happens during the service? 
The scripture read at all services tell the story of the events that lead to 
Jesus’ death.  It is a very somber (serious) service.  

Why is it called “Good Friday”? 
It is a day that says when Jesus dies he is showing us God’s love for the 
whole world.  He does something hard to show his love for everybody.  
We call it “good” because we know Easter is coming and Jesus will rise 
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Explore 
Ancient Jewish practice of mourning included fasting (not eating for a 
period of time), tearing clothing, and not bathing for several days.  How 
do you mourn the loss of a loved one? 

Have you ever experienced the death of a loved one?  How can you 
remember that person in the way you live today? 



 
Maundy Thursday 
This is the day Jesus and his disciples celebrate the Jewish Passover 
meal; this meal is also known as the Last Supper.  While they were 
eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread and a cup of wine and told the 
disciples they were like his body and blood.  He invited them to eat and 
drink these things to remember him. 
Instead of the Last  Supper, in the Gospel of John, Jesus washes the 
disciples feet.  He tells them to be servants of others, just as he was their 
servant, to show they are followers of Jesus.

What happens in this service? 
This service will seem very similar to a Sunday morning Traditional 
service.  Communion (or the Lord’s Supper) is served.  Sometimes, 
hands or feet are washed to remember how Jesus washed feet. 
At the end of the service, all adornment (decorations) in the sanctuary 
is removed and the lights are turned off.  This is called “stripping the 
church.”  The bare and dark church prepares us for Good Friday and 
the hour of Jesus’ death.  People leave in silence. 

What does “Maundy” mean? 
The English word “Maundy” comes from the Latin mandatum, which 
means “commandment.”  As recorded in John’s gospel, on his last night 
before his betrayal and arrest, Jesus washed the feet of the disciples 
and then gave them a new commandment to love one another as he had 
loved them (John 13:34).

 Family Activities for Holy Saturday 
Choose one or more activity to do as a family and share with a 
pastor on Easter morning and you will receive a sticker for Holy 
Saturday. 

* Find a worship service to attend at a local church 

* Read Psalm 43 and Romans 8:1-11. Wonder together — 
What do you like best?  What is hard to understand?  What 
does this tell us about God?  

* Dye Easter (resurrection) eggs 
Finger Labyrinth 

As Jesus journeys to the Cross, we too are on a journey. The 
labyrinth is a path to walk (or in this case, to trace with your 
finger) that is about a journey too. You are invited to trace the 
path of the labyrinth and pray.  What is God saying to you as you 
wait for Easter?
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