
Winter 2017

Adult Education
T.S. Eliot’s 4 Quartets  – January 8th - February 5th, Sunday mornings at 10:05am
Discussing the spiritual implications of Eliot’s set of poems. Led by Carol McCammon 
and Will Wellman. Questions? Email Will@palmaceia.org

Racial Relations in America – A Conversation and Book Group
January 12th – April 13th:  On the 2nd Thursday of each month from 7-9pm Nicole 
Abdnour, Will Wellman, and Kelly McCord will lead discussion on race through 
American history including the current social climate and the role of the church. See 
palmaceia.org/events/racial-relations-in-america-book-group/

In Community Speaker Series and Lunch  - January 29th 12-1:30pm. 
Join us for a meal and to hear from Kim Miller, Executive Director of Mary Lee’s House 
See the website for information on the events on February 19th and March 26th. 

Marriage Check-Up – February 5th – February 26th, Sunday mornings at 10:05am
Open to all married couples to encourage effective dialogue, improve relationship 
skills, and increase understanding of relationship issues. Contact Nicole Abdnour 
(nicole@palmaceia.org) to register for this class, as couples will need to take an 
inventory in advance of the class.

Prayerful Discipleship in the Book of James
February 5th  – February 26th, Sunday mornings at 10:05am
Led by Rev. William Hull, retired Presbyterian Church (USA) pastor. Studying the book 
of James and what it means for our faith individually. To sign up and receive resource 
materials, contact cwhull4142@gmail.com.

Faith Seeking Understanding  – Feb. 5th and Feb 12th from 4-6pm
Introduction to Worship and Sacraments. Check the website events for more details or 
contact will@palmaceia.org with questions.

Feasting on the Word Small Group Bible Study
Mondays 8:30am OR Wednesdays 5pm OR Wednesdays 6:15pm
Groups meet on various days at various times, once a week to study scripture without 
the pressure of advanced preparation. Anyone is welcome anytime! Eastminster Room 
304.

For more details and full listings of Adult Education opportunities, head to palmaceia.
org/adult-education/

Worship Calendar
8:30 & 11:00 am Traditional Worship –  Sanctuary 

9:00 am Contemporary Worship, The Connection – Gym
6:00 pm Vespers Service – Chapel

January 15th: Compassionate Outreach Sunday; MLK  
            Jr. Weekend Sunday 

January 22nd: Christian Education Visioning Sunday
10am-11am: Retirement Reception for Diane King     
                   in the Fellowship Hall

January 29th: Ordination and Installation 
            of Elders Sunday
6:00 pm:  Vespers Service - Ordination and    
                   Installation of Elders Service

February 5th: Souper Bowl Sunday 

February 12th

February 19th

February 26th: Pancake Sunday (Ash Wednesday   
                          begins Lent on Wed. March 1)
6:00 pm: Vespers Service - Reception of 
    Confirmation Students

Children’s Education
3rd Grade Bible Workshop
Save the Date: Feb 17-18!!! This year we will be 
hosting a lock-in for all third graders who are excited about 
digging deeper into learning how to use their bibles. Drop-
off is at 6:00 pm on Friday, February 17th, and pick-up will 
be noon on Saturday, February 18th. More information will 
be coming soon! Mark you calendars and get excited! 

Youth
Youth Group Summer Trips! Now accepting 
sign-ups!

MIDDLE SCHOOL: 
Disciple Now June 5-9
Southwind July 30-Aug 4

HIGH SCHOOL:
Alaska Mission Trip June 17-23 (+ or - 1 day)
Great Adventure July 10-16

For more info, go to palmaceia.org/youth-summer-trips/ 
or contact Kenny Hubbell in the church office: ken@
palmaceia.org.
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Pastors Note - Epiphany
The traditional end of the season of Christmas finds the church by tradition 
remembering Matthew’s story of the visit of the wise men. The appearance of 
the wise men heralds the truth that the good news of Jesus is not just for Israel, 
but for those from every end of the earth. 

The season of Epiphany in the church runs until Ash Wednesday which falls on 
March 1st this year.
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Upcoming Events
Confirmation Class - It’s Not Too Late!
9th through 12th graders will meet on Sundays from 10am to 12pm 
starting January 8th. At the end of the 7 week class, students have 
an opportunity to join the church by making a personal profession of 
faith. To register, email Rev. David Bonnema at bonnema@palmaceia.
org or come to the Youth Room, 2nd floor of Eastminster, on Sunday 
at 10am.

Family Day of Service – January 14th 9:30-12:30pm
Join us Saturday, January 14th from 9:30-12:30 for MLK service day. 
Families are invited to act justly, walk humbly, and love kindly by 
volunteering at Beth-El Ministries. We will be helping to prepare bags 
for food distribution, making personal care kits and sorting clothes. If 
you would like to carpool, meet at the church at 8:30. Otherwise, meet 
at Beth-El at 9:20. If you are interested in volunteering email Kelly 
McCord at ce@palmaceia.org. 

Changing Places Support Group - January 15th
January 15th at 10am in Covenant Hall 309.The guest speaker at 
this meeting will be Kim Schaub, Program Specialist, Alzheimer’s 
Association, Florida Gulf Coast Chapter. The group will meet monthly 
on the 2nd Sunday through May.

Faith and Fiction
January 17th, 7:30 pm in the PW room (CH 310)
 If you love to read and discuss books, consider joining this 
monthly book group. The group reads a wide range of fiction and 
(occasionally) nonfiction books, looking for evidence of faith in the 
lives of the characters.  The group meets on the 3rd Tuesday of the 
month. In January they will be reviewing The Bishop’s Wife by Mette 
Ivie Harrison. Contact Charlene Tobie with any questions, ctobie@
tampabay.rr.com.

Young At Heart
Thursday, January 19th, Bayshore Baptist 12:30-2:00 pm
Recent Holy Land Archaeology Discoveries: Lunch with Dr. James F. 
Strange, Professor of Religious Studies at USF. Lunch Cost:  $8.00 
RSVP: Bruce Farnell at 813-253-6047 or receptionist@palmaceia.org.
For more information, contact BJ Johns, bj@palmaceia.org

The Men’s Breakfast - February 3rd
All men are invited to meet on the first Friday of every month 
at 7:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. We generally spend the first 15 

minutes eating a delicious breakfast, the next 15 minutes hearing an 
overview of the assigned chapter from “If You Want To Walk On Water, 
You’ve Got To Get Out Of The Boat” and the final 30 minutes are spent 
in discussion over the content. Books are available at the meeting and 
you can join anytime. Contact David Bonnema, Bonnema@palmaceia.
org, with questions.

Learning and Serving God’s Children
There are many ways and opportunities by which to grow one’s faith! 
You may think attending an adult class or listening to a sermon are 
the only opportunities to continue your faith journey. I often found 
that I learned more by teaching Sunday school. By engaging with the 
materials and the children, I remember those lessons to this day!

In Children’s Ministry, we have lots of fun rooms and ways we share 
God’s message; Art, Cooking, Game, Movie, Music, Science, & 
Storytelling/Drama. If you haven’t volunteered to teach our children 
because you thought it might be too difficult, we invite you to give 
it a try. The materials are user friendly and you will have a teaching 
partner, so you will not be alone. Recently, a teacher shared with 
me that Dig Into the Bible was an excellent lesson for her too, as by 
teaching over the 3 week period, she learned the books of the Bible! If 
you would like to volunteer with children during the worship services, 
please consider becoming a Godly Play assistant.

To learn more, email nancyc@palmaceia.org.

Elders Ordination and Installation   —  Sunday, January 29 at 6:00 pm
The entire congregation is invited to the annual ordination and installation service of the new group of elders, class of 2019. Each year a third of the 
36 member session rolls off and a new third comes on. The new third is installed at this meaningful service which includes the ancient tradition of 
the apostolic laying on of hands. The service typically lasts under an hour. The congregation then has the opportunity to thank the outgoing elders 
and to great the new elders at the end of the service.
Elders for the class of 2019: Cindy Alander, Sylvia Campbell, Ray Charles, Susan Clark, Marvin Crabtree, Kurt Hine, Robert Mims, Jenifer 
Ownby, Gay Rivas, Beth Sessums, Teale Smith, and Tina Velez Maddux.

PCPC Life
The next issue of PCPC Life will be mailed in the middle of February. Keep an eye on your mailboxes, or on palmaceia.org (Click under the 
“Resources” tab at the top). The next newsletter will cover events starting on Ash Wednesday through Holy Week.
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Steeple News
PCPC thanks our generous congregation for helping those less 
fortunate in Tampa Bay Area to celebrate a joyous Christmas Holiday. 

• Metropolitan Ministries Boxes of Hope - Over 59 boxes 
weighing 2,302 lbs. plus $1,075 in gift cards were received in 
the office.  We also encouraged families to take the boxes to the 
Metropolitan Ministries tent for a family giving experience. 

• Christmas Giving Tree - Tags were picked off the tree for 98 
children and 16 adults.  We received 160 gifts and over $500 
in gift cards. Also a member filled their SUV with additional 
Christmas gifts for Beth-el families. The gifts benefit Guardian 
ad Litem, Created, PCPC FED ministry and Beth-El Farmworkers 
Ministry.

• Joy Gift Offering - PCPC collected $6,700 in gifts to help 
Beth-El find a Youth Leader for their community.

• Steeple Lighter Gifts - PCPC is grateful for the many 
generous responses to PCPC’s steeple lighters campaign. While 
the finance committee is still preparing a budget, you have 
helped to keep the steeple light burning across 2017! The Holy 
Spirit is apparent in your generosity. People are seeing what 
Jesus is doing through his Church in their lives, and in the lives 
of others. Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

In addition to local giving, contributions from PCPC to Christmas in 
Africa this year  will provide education, provide medical care, clothe 
and feed families, supply livestock, and support the people in the 
village of Papoli, Uganda.

Project Christmas
Project Christmas was a church wide event held on December 18th 
designed to refocus our attention on those who are hungry during the 
season of Christmas. 3.1 million children die each year due to poor 
nutrition and on this Sunday we had an opportunity to benefit the 
voiceless children in poverty. Jesus was born in humble surroundings, 

and spent the majority of his 
life speaking up for the voices 
that weren’t being heard.

The non-profit organization 
Stop Hunger Now partnered 
with PCPC volunteers of 
all ages and together as a 
community we packed 10,000 

meals to fill the empty stomachs of children of God around the world! 

2016 FED Grant Update
One year ago Sandra Dean received the Lightning Hero Award for her 
service to the North Boulevard Community. The Feeding Every Disciple 
(FED) ministry at PCPC received fifty thousand dollars from this award 
in order to continue to work with the families of the North Boulevard 
Homes. The grant funding was used for 6 different initiatives, see www.
palmaceia.org/fed-grant-update for a detailed report. Contact David 
Bonnema to volunteer in the ongoing efforts of our FED ministry or 
with any questions, Bonnema@palmaceia.org.

Seasonal Offering
Souper Bowl Sunday February 5th is when we take up our Souper Bowl of Caring Offering at worship 
doors. PCPC joins youth groups across the U.S. on this Sunday as they take up a collection for the hungry, 
using soup bowls. 1 in 7 Americans struggle with hunger. 100% of donations collected in the soup pots 
this Souper Bowl Sunday will go to local charities.

Financial Report
Thank you for your financial gifts to PCPC. It’s not too late to make a pledge for this new year (www.palmaceia.org/pledge). 

Hope yours is a Happy one!

Christian Education Visioning Taskforce
A SPECIAL INVITATION: You have the power to shape the future of 
PCPC!
All congregation members and regular attendees are invited and 
encouraged to attend the Christian Education Visioning Taskforce’s 
special event “Stepping Stones”. Stepping Stones will be an interactive 
experience where you have the opportunity to share your input and 
shape the vision for faith formation and Christian education at PCPC for 
disciples of ALL ages.  
There are two opportunities to participate in Stepping Stones, and we 
hope to see you at the one which fits your schedule. 
          *Sunday, January 22nd 12:15-1:15p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 (a light lunch will be served) 
          *Wednesday, February 1st 6:30-7:30p.m. in 
 Covenant Hall Room 310 (PW room) 
Questions? Email Mindy Powel at  Mindy@mindpowerperformance.com  
or Pastor Nicole at  nicole@palmaceia.org. 

Presbyterian Women
December was a busy month for Presbyterian Women. It began 
with decorating the church and we thank the volunteers, especially 
Nancy Calfee, who was in charge of getting poinsettias, wreaths, 
and ribbons situated and hung correctly. The sanctuary looked 
wonderful. Saturday December 3rd was the Christmas Coffee 
welcoming new and old members alike at the beautiful home of 
Barbara Ryals. Barbara, Cindy Goding, and Nancy Nelson chaired 
this event and each circle brought creative and delicious food items 
which everyone enjoyed. “Santa Calfee” and photographer Betty 
added to the merriment. In December, most of the circles’ discussion 
of “Who is Jesus” revolved around the Gospel of Luke and in 
January, the book of John. Have a wonderful New Year. Shalom!

Connie Detrick
President, PCPW
871-6363

https://www.nhl.com/lightning/news/sandra-dean-honored-as-lightning-community-hero/c-797936?tid=281720376


Reflection

This period of time between Christmas and Lent finds the church working at the call 

to love, in our communities, in our nation, from the call of faith. We even cross over 

Valentine’s Day in this season. But the scriptures are clear that love requires work, 

consistent, prayerful, effort. I have found this quote about love by the author Stephen 

Mitchell helpful in my own work in this season. It was first brought to my attention by 

Jean Hehn, a friend to many in our congregation, who died last year: 

“To love in a committed fashion, over time is to hope; and to hope is to impart 

value in an inevitably uncertain future. Both love and hope are extremely risky; a 

genuine hopefulness about love is not possible in any real way at the beginning, 

but is something attained only through struggle; it takes great courage.”

May the God of love strengthen you with hope and faith in your own path of loving 

over this present time.

Pastor John

For God’s 
foolishness is 
wiser than 
human wis-
dom, and 

God’s weakness 
is stronger 
than human 
strength.

- 1 Corinthians 1:25
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